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264 MAI-NUONG LE-COT

M3ai sau, t0i md&i vira run vira néi ma
ring:

— Thua cha, chala mdt bic charit nhan-
tir quang-dai. Tir xwa dén gio con duogec
nh& 4n tréoi bién clia cha cling d3 nhiéu
réi, ma cha dung-thir cho con ké cling da
lim t0i-10i thay. Bdi vay ¢6 troi cao chirng
qua cho con riang long con that la kinh-
mén cha. Nlur'ng ma con troém nghi... con
trdm nghi cai nghiém-khic cta cha...

Cha toi chirng néng rudt nghe cho xong
ciu chuyén, thay téi ngic-ngir nhu thé, bén
thét hoi:

— Cai nghiém-khic cua tao! ROi sao
nira ?

— Lay cha, con thiét nghi cdi nghiém-
khic clia cha trong viéc dii nang Mai-nirong
that la thai-qua. TQi-nghiép cho nang! Con
chic 1a cha d3 qua nghe M6 M6 phu-Ong.
Phu-0Ong vi cam-tirc Mai-nirong ma da bude
oan cho nang lAm ndi. Che nén cha ciing
cir theo nhuw 1¢i 130 ma cho nang 1a moét
gai xau-xa. Lay cha, con xin quyét v&i cha,
nang la mo6t gai rat thuin-hda, rat dang
yéu, tudng trong thién-ha khéng con gai
ni0 hién-lanh n&€t-na hon gai ay nita. Troi
oi! sao troi lai khong giun-giti cho cha
diroc nom thay nang trong mot lat. Con
chic hdn ring khi cha di biét ngudi biét
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208 MAI-NUONG LE-COT

Toi vira quay lung dé di thing thi 'chB

10i gian ma quat lén rang:
-— Vay ra tao bdo may dl theo tao, may

khong di. Néu phai nhuw thé thi may di di.
may di chét dau thi chét di. Tao cling ttir be

may ia moét thing con bac—bol, bat-hxé’c
bat-nmiuc,

Toi ciing tirc gidn lén ma ring:

— Vang, 10i cling xin tir-bigt cha 1a méh
nguei cha rat gid-man rat tan-ac,

Téi ndi vay, roi téi ra khoi vu'o'n Lue-
xém-bao. Toi di nbu thing dai & ngoas
dwérg, ma chay thing cho d€n nha T...
coag-11r, TOi vira di vira. pdu'a mat vira gio

tay lén (roi ma kéu cau thin-minh soi-
xet :

shw nguoi ta vay, ong oi! tir diy toi chi
cém trong vao co mot ong nira ma thoi?
T... cong-tr di chuwa vé, nhung t6i doi
mdt 1il thi vé, Thi ra cong-viécvphia Iy
ciimg khong may-man hon phia nay mat
chat nao. Ban t0i mat 0 may chau ma thuat
v&i t6i ring Mo M6 sinh tuy khong cam-tire
che bing cha gi, song ban nho vé noi ho
véi cha, §a cung khong chiu ndi. Gi rang
nhitag mot viée cha blé’t con tranh gal eusm
tha, cha ga cling da hén gidn 16n réi, com
¢¢ me nhau gi nita wa bio xin hé cho ai.

-= Tréi hdil hay 12 6ng ciing tan-nhin
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mudn dxénn gi, néu thtéy da vO lam ma lam
nén ti cho chang bao gno', thi an-han &y
chung-than con mang ning, nhieg khi
thiép 1&-lang nhe da ma quen m#t nghia
{iét-trinh, sau nghl ra that mudn phan cay-
ding. Ma khen cho cai phép la cua ai-tiah,

 da khi€n lang-quan khong nd bo mdt con

dan-ba khda-nan b@y nhiéu ldn lam nhuc
tdm chung-tinh ; thiép nghl d€n mdt difu

~ nhur thé, thi long yéu-dwong lai-ling biét
 duong nao, twdng dau dem ca huyét-mach

ra dén-boi, ciing chura trang nog vol lang-

quan
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Nang néi d€a cau &y thi lai khéc hu hu
lén, 16i mom thay nang tudn rei luy, toi
nghe lodi nang noi, cai giong thanh-thuc
khong co li hao mua chude, thi tor dong
long mdt cach quai la. Bay gio hinh nhu
trong da x€ lam do6i. Toi ma@i bao nang
rang :

— Khéo, khéo, minh oi, keo nira sirc ta
khong d( ma chiu noi biy-nhiéu hoan-lac.
VOm xwra may ta vé&i minh chira tirng duee
biét nhirng ciach minh &u-y&€m ta dén thé.
Ong troi o, ndu vay thi tir diy t6i khomg
ciu gi 0ng niia. Toi xua nay chi woc-ao tha
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MAI-NUONG LE-COT 293

- Chung t0i ¢0 y hidu-ha quan Toan-quyén.
Cach mét vai tuiin-1¢ thi ngai di ra an rong
ma cho téi mot chire viée nho-nhé & trong
soai-phu. Tuy viéc 4y khong sang-trong gi,
ma toi cling ta an ngai linh lay, coi nhu thé

mot cai hanh-phuc to ctia tréi ban tir cho,

Nho co viéc lam do, toi co cach dung than
va nudi vo, ching phién-luy téi ai. Toi nuoi

mot tén dira &, va tdi muwon mot nguoi thi-

nit cho nang. Dan din trong nha thanh nén-
nép. Toi dwoc tlinh tiét-kiém, rwou-che
khong, co-bac cling khong. Nang cling mot

' muc nhw téi. Du phong-tiae, thinh-thoang

chung toi lai con cwu-mang dwoc ké khac,
xom diéng ai niy dwoc cay nho. Tiéng hin-
hoi don day trong khip xir, ai ndy cling
yéu-dwrong kinh-phuc, chang bao lau ma vor
chong vao bac danh-gia nhut, trén ¢6 quan
Toan-quyén, tht dé€n vo chong nha minh
¢ trong mot xtr.

Yén nghiép lam d&n nhuw thé, thi chung
toi ldn ldn nhé dé€n nhirng nghia ton-gido.
Mai-mrong von khong phai la mot gai vo--
dao, ma toi thi cling khong phai 12 mot trai
léu-10ng 4n choi, di bé cwong-thwong lai

quéa dao-ly. Hai ching tdéi sinh huw chang

qua chi vi mé nbau ma lai tré nguoi non
da. Dau tr ngay lwa-lac, cliing chuwa lén 1én.
la may, nhung tridi qua nhirng ndi khite
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294 MAI-NUONG LE-COT

khe, no cting hoa ra mdt chit lich-duyeét
viéc doi. Tir do tré di tro-chuyén véi nhau
thuong c6 nghi, lin ldn twéng dén nhitng
ly-trong that-gia. Toi ban voi nang diéu iy
treée nhial. Toi nguyén vin wiét bung
Bang, tinh vOn that-tha ngay-thing, di cé
hai nét Ay thi khé gi ma chiang stra dwroc
minh cho sén bic dire-hanh. Nhan mét khi
toi noéi voi nang raug doi ta mudn tron-ven
cung nhau {ram nam sung-swdéng, con thidu
mat mot diéu.

— Diéu &y la viéo chia Troi chirng qua
cho cai cudc doan-tu cta hau. Toi véi

minh d6i ta déu c6 lwong-tim, ban-tinh

ciing 1a ngwdi pham-hanh, ching lé Iai etr
*quén nghia cueong-thwong duoe miai. Nhw
khi d6i ta con & nwée nha, thuin duyén
ma trai thé-tue, cho nén lia nhau ra chﬁng
duroc, ma két-hon véi nhau theo phép nuée
cling khong xong. Nay ta sang ddt Mij nay,
mudn sy giai-do quyén ty-chu, khéng phai
gquian nhirng n6i dong-gidng thir bic, nguwei
d6ng-thi d3 déu coi nhw vo nhwr chdng, thi
cé gi ma lai ching lam phép cuéi ldy dut
nhan cho nén duyén cim-sit, ¢6 thin-minh
chitng qua chko do6i ta thé-nguyén nghia
tram ndm. Vé phan toi thi dia téi ¢6 cudi
minh ciing khéng phai la thém ra cho minh
duwgc quyén-loi gi nita. Long téi duyén i,
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298 MAI-NUONG LE-COT
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31 co chang ta dé ma t6i cling cir ty-nhién )

bam xin lam phép cuwéi. Quan-lon ngai
i nghe t6i noéi, ngai ciing té long q.m’mg«dm
I chuin cho. Khi tdi xin ngai ha-c8 1dy tinh
| phu-miu ma dén ching-minh cho thém
| trong-theé thi ching nhitng ngai di nhan 161,
7 ma ngai lai con hen cho tién lam tiéc. Téi
hén-héd ma ra vé.
- Cach moét gior dong-ho thi toi thiy ew-dao
d€n nha, toi da twong cu vao din bao truée
moi viéc le-nghi. Khong ngdr eu bude vao,
cu chao toi mét cach lanb-ling réi cu néi
ba cau van tat cho ma biét rang viéc két-
hon 4y quan Toan-gquyén eim khéng duoe
nghi t&1 nra, con phan pang Mai-nuwong thi
da dinh cho thé khac réi.
Toi nghe l&i nhw sét danh bén {ai, gnat
o, nay mioh lén ma hoi :
— Pinh phian cho Mai-nweng thé khae,
nghia la lam sao, thua cu?
| Cu moi giai cho t6i nghe riang quan Tean-
| quyén la chi-té cd mot phwong, moi viéc do
phép ngai nghi dinh. Va Mai- -nuong la mot
A gai chinh-phi té-qude givi sang dé dung che
dit thue-dan, phan nang phai thé mao, do
quyén ngai liéu dinh. Tiur khi néng sang déan
gi¢r, agai dé yén cho nang O voi téi la vi
ngai tudng la hai ngwdi ¢6 phép giao lam

vo chong roi. Méi day, chinh téi lai vae-
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MAI-NUONG LE-COT 301

lai. Nang mudn giit khong cho toi di, swéc
mat chay quanh ma riang: Chang di thi chdét
mat, chiing no gi&t mit, chang di thi thilp
bao gio con dwoc nhin thay chang nira,
thi€p mudn cung chang chét ludn thé. Sau
phéi do-danh mii, nang md&i chie & nha,
dé cho toi di. Toi phai hen thé nao frong

mot 1at toi cling vé ngay. Thi ra téi da kh:dngs

bi&t, nang cung khong bi€t, rang trgi hémn
dit gian lagian nang, ma cai cam-tirc cua
ké tht chung cta ching tdi cung la cam-
tirc nang ma lam hai nang.

Toi vao soai-phl, gip guan Toan-guyén
va Ong cu-dao, t6i dung hét cach khum-
num dé khién cho ngudi phai thuwenyg doai
dén toi. Vi thir boi viéc khac ma 6i qui-
luy nguoi ta dén thé, thi tuong vé sau 1o

hoi tudng lai, phai ho-thén dén chét, 67

ciing biét long ngai khong phai la long con
4c-thu, cho nén toi dem hét 1&é ra ma noi
cho chuyén tim luwong-tim cta ngai.
Khong ngd, toi kéu van tan-tir nhwr thé,
ma nguoi té-ac 2y chi dap c6 hai ciu, noi
di noi lai, ké dén tram lin. Mai-nuwong 1a
do quyén ngai dinh phén, ma ngai da irot
hen voi lénh-diét roi. Clir mot mye nhu thé
ma n6i mai. Tuy nhién, toi cling quy&t chi
khiém-nhun cho dén ky cung, t6i khac-loc
ma ring tha toi chét con hon phailia nha;

s
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304 MAI-NUONG LE-COT

duroe lay hon mét gio doug-hé nao nita.
Nhung cai lo d6 diau gap dén dau, ciing
khong phai la cai lo nhirt ctia toi. Mai-
nwong, con cudc ning muwa cha Mai-nwong
nira, con cai phan Mai-nwrong sau nay thi
P nghi sao day? T6i nhitng nghi dén didu iy
ma ghé, ma so, ma riu, ma lo, dén nébi
hoang-hot ngwoi khong biét ring minh
dirng dau nira. Bay gior toi lai h@i-han cai
viéc gi¢t Xinh-1é, t6i mudn chét ngay cho
" roi phién-bue. |
Nhung toi nghl dén cudc tu-tan thi tri-
khon t6i duong tdi-tam mo-mit, te dirng lai
hoa sang-stia ra, ma nghi-ngei dwec diun ra
d6: U ma! sao ta lai quyén-sinh! Sao ta
lai mudn chét di dé ranh I3y moét cai than
ta? N&u vay, chang héa ra ta con so mét
thr nlra hon s¢ phai lia nang ru? Au la ta
¥ - phai chiu x6t-xa kho-nio cho dén nuée
‘ cung, con chiu dwoc dén dau, ta phdi cam
long ma chiu dén do, dé ciru 13y nang. Khi
I nao ta chiu hét nwoe dau-don cuwe-kho roi
ma cling khong dwoc viéc gi cho nang, biy
gio* co phai chét, ta hiy chét, chit sao ta
coOn hoi tho, lai n& bé nang ma chét truée.
i Viy ching ra té-bac véi tinh ru ?
pi Toi nghl nhuw thé, t6i lai ling-ling ma
vao trong phd, vé thing nha, thi toi thidy
Mai-nirong dwong lo-5¢0° cho t0i ma mé-mét
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306 MAI-NUONG LE-cOT

Minh co6 nghi ra dwoc k& gi khéng? ma
minh ru t6i cung trdn ? hay la chi cho bing
minh ¢ sire & yén diy, dé tw toi dem diu
ndp quan ma chiu tdi?»

Téi n6i thi nang lai cang nong di ; t6i phai
di theo nang, cling may lac di toi con chit
tri-khén lai nké dé€n mang theo it rwou
manh, va it lweng-thye d¢ an dwong; téi
bo cac tui eho that ddy. Chung toi kéu dira
6 ma péi doi chung no ring chiéu dén di
(Cchoi mét (nguyén hai ching toi chiéu' nao-

cling giit théi ay), dean hai dira vin nhan
ma di thoan-thedt cho mau xa thanh-phd.
Téi khong ngd nang yéu nhw xép, ma di
duwec nhanh nhu thé.

Tuy trong bung toi chwa quyét duec ché
demr nang dén An, nhwng toi cling vin ¢o
hai dudng hi-vong. Néu khong con hai 18i
ay thi toi quyét chét con hon la dem nang
dilong-dong khong biét vao dau, Mot dwéng
3 Lr muei thang troi toi sdng dat My, toi
d3a chiu kho di tham do cling biét dé biét
day mot chut. Nhan t61 ¢é6 hoe duoc mot
vai each giae-thiép vai quin ae-moi da do.
Ai ma biét nhitng cach 3y, c¢o theé vao trong
cac ro ma khong chac chét. Va toi lai hoe
dwoe doi ba ti€nag noi va mét chot théi tuc
viéng ¢fia tho-dan 3y nira.
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312 MAI-NUONG LE-COT

cai lac toi lam mot vnec sau-tham nhur thé,
ma mat tdéi khdng sa nira glotluy, miéng toi
khong co lay mot ti€ng tho dai. Thira con
nguoi ta @3 dén cuc do bi-thwong, dd danh
rang chét roi, thi bi-tic h&t ¢ nhitng cach
dién dat thdm tinh. B&i th€ toi ndm sap mit
nhw viy chiing dwoc bao lau, thi chit tinh-
thin con sot lai & trong minh ciing tan loan
di hét, ma ngit lim hin ngudi di. -

Thuwa ton-ong, gid ton-6ng d3 nghe hét

cai chuyén sdu-tham cua téi dén do roi,

eon doan tir A0 vé sau thi cling khong dang

ké-1é dong-dai cho lim ma rudm tai ton-
ong ra nira.

GA Xinh-1é bi té6i dam ngd xuOng lrong
rirng, sau c¢6 ngudi nom thay, dem vé
trong phd, thdy thudc xem ra thi chiing
nhitng ga khong chét, ma thwong ciing

khong 13y chi lam ning ca. Khi chang tinh-

lai, chang méi thuit hét chuyén didu-dudi
cho chi la quan Toan-quyén nghe, nhan
chang co6 13y long quan-tr ma cong-nhin
cai long quan-tir cta téi trong khi hai
ngurdi giao-chién. Quan bén tirc-khidc sai
nguoi di tim téi cho duge. Ho thay t0i va
Mai-nwong cung ving nha thi ai nay do
ngay cho chiing toi 1a dem nhau di trdn.
Lic do tréi da 181 qua, khdng ai vao rirng
ma tim chung téi duge nirta. Nhung trong
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316 MAI-NUONG LE-COT

thuat lai cho ban toi hét cd nhirng viec tu
ngay toi buéc ra di. Toi lai néi mot caa
nay dé cho ban td6i ming-r& 12 nhitng hat
giOng dao-dirc xwa kia ban ra sirc vun-trong
trong tam long tho dai-dot, nay da két nén
bong trai, nghe trong minh da thay co chi
tu-than. Ban t6i ring néu duoc qua nhw loi
thi bao nhiéu cong-lao nguy- -hiém, bao
nhiéu ndi vurot bién tréo non ban toi cung
khong hoai tiéc.

Hai anh em & voi nhau tai Tan O-lién
trong hai thang dé cho tau lon vé Phép.
Chiing t0i vé dén Lé-hao hom nay 12 duec
nira thang. Thoat t&i bén, téi dd viét thw
bdo tin cho nha biét. Anh ca téi duoe thuw,
voi kip hoi &m cho toi biét rang Nghiém-
duong di tir bo ¢di trdn. Toi dugc thu nhwe
xé tim gan nhitng hdi-han co6 1€ vi la ma
dang-than vdi khuat. Nhan thuin gié che
tau lén bén Ca-1é,16i bén tir bé€n Lé-hao ma
dén day, tinh di ngay dén mot ap cach day
vai dim, anh ca toi nhin ring & do cho t6i
tai nha mgt ngudi qui-phai quen than.
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