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In Organic Agriculture, Cubans
are Leading the Way

by Robert E. Sullivan

Earth Times News Service

HAVANA—The Cuban revolutionary
threat is back. In an innocuous-looking,
unmarked building in the Miramar suburb
of Havanatechnicians from Fidel Castro’'s
communist government aretraining cadres
from all over Latin America

The ideology of the new movement is
being exported, along with equipment, to
nearby Venezuela, Columbiaand Jamaica,
other Latin American countries, and this
time, as far as Europe. Americans, so far,
have been protected by the embargo from
the product of the Cuban revolution: clean
food.

Thefoodisclean—largely free of chemi-
cal fertilizers and poisonous pesticides and
herbicides — because since the fall of the
Soviet Union, Cuba can't afford them.

And, necessity in this case being the
mother of nature, Cuba may be producing
the most chemical free, organic, clean pro-
duce in the world. According to the way
they tell it, Cubans are getting so good at
thisorganic businessthat agronomistsfrom
all over Latin America come to study it at
the Institute for Crop Protection (INISAV)
a low profile center housed in a former
privatehomeinthequiet residential section
of Miramar. Trained at INISAV, and sent
out again to theworld to agitate, have been

agronomists from Mexico, Colombia, Ar-
gentina, Spain, Brazil, Costa Rica, Ecua
dor, Guatemalaand Jamaica. At least ahalf
dozen other countries have signed up, but
the discrete directors at INISAV won't re-
veal their nationalities because, they say,
thetraineesthink their home countrieswill
suffer retaliation from the United States.

The institute has developed a line of
completely biological herbicidesand pesti-
cides marketed throughout theisland under
the brand name Biasav.

Thisyear Cuba, next the world. Exports
of Biasav have begun — not to America of
course, but to most of the above countries
and others. And in Cuba almost 100,000
small-to-medium sized urban gardenshave
sprung up to provide an ever increasing
percentageof thecountry’ svegetableneeds.
Onehundred per cent of theproduceif these
gardens is 100 per cent organic — simply
because of a central dictate: no pesticides
are allowed inside any city limits. Period.
And this comes from the Castro govern-
ment, which is committed to clean food.

What happened?

Ask any ten Cuban agronomists — they
have140Ph.D.sintheAgricultureMinistry
alone, plus 10,000 graduate agronomic en-
gineers— why has Cuba gone organic and
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Dedication of thisIssue: Valeria Jean Daniels-Paddock

Valeria Jean Daniels-Paddock was assistant principal and
counselor at Grey Culbreth Middle School in Chapel Hill.
During her 27-year career in Chapel Hill, she helped originate
the elementary school guidance program. She earned the Hu-
man Rights award and Middle/Junior High Counselor of the
Year award of the NC School Counselor Association, and
Assistant Principal of the year from both Chapel Hill-Carrboro
City Schools (1998) and the NC Association of Educators
(2000). Sheinitiated the Character Education programat Cul breth
which is now being adopted by the other schoolsin CHCCS.

Her concern was always the children first, and the people
around her. She counseled them al. She would meet with the

May 30, 1949-
July 21, 2000

most irate parent or the angriest student, and they would
invariably leave with a smile, even alaugh.

Two memorialswere announced at her funeral, one by the Culbreth principal and one
by the church pastor. She will be missed. The staff, and husband Dick Paddock, along-
time civil rights activist and Prism volunteer, dedicate this issue to her memory.

Radical
Triangle
Newspaper
reaches
10th year

Grassroots paper takes

a break to reassess
by Jeff Saviano

With thisissue, The Prismreachesits 10th
year. This achievement is nothing short of
remarkable.

Againgt al odds, tensof individual s(work-
ing in groupswhich changed over time) pro-
duced a monthly newspaper for 10 years.

No one was paid a dime for their efforts.
The paper supported itself with ads from
small businesses and with donations.

Night after night, and weekend after week-
end, volunteers met and cranked out a paper.
There were many things people may have
wanted to doin amonth than invest five, ten,
twenty, thirty hoursin producing a monthly
radical newspaper. But wedid it anyway.

We—and | think | speak for all themyriad
volunteers over the years—did it because it
needed to be done. We remembered that the
world was full of people both suffering
needlessly and fighting like hell to changeit.

We never sold out, we never forgot our
mission, and we never quit trying to do a
better job.

However, there came apoint at which the
people who happened to be the core volun-
teers, at least two of whomwereherefromthe
start ten years ago, faced a coincidence of
major life changesthat made volunteering at
our former levels of effort impossible.

While some people showed an interest in
helping out, the truth is that this publication
takes an awful lot of work, and if it is pro-
duced in any fashion similar to how it has
been produced, it requires a core group of
people ableto carry on thework each month
for ayear or so.

For now, without a dramatic and unex-
pected appearance of very serious and com-
mitted volunteers, the print version of this
publication will be on hold. (We will be
placing new thingson our website, but thisis
because the website costs nothing and plac-
ing certain materials on the web takes very
little time at all; most of us would prefer a
print version, but this doesn’t seem immedi-
ately possible))

What will and should happennowisnot for
mealoneto say, of course. Somebelievethat
the paper should now rest, having reached
thismark. Othersbelieve agroup of volun-
teers will show up who will continue as we
have, and the paper will jJump back to life.

Personally | see this as a decision to be
made by the community which produced,
supported, and read this paper. Let thedis-
cussion begin, then.

Perhaps our tenth year will be one of re-
birth. ThePrismcontinuedaworthy tradition
of truly independent, grassroots media in
North Carolina. If thiskind of resourceisstill
needed, this community can do it.

-
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The Prism’'s
“Declaration of | ntent”
given 10 yearsago

Here's what appeared in the first, unnamed
issue published in April, 1990, expressing the
consensus of those who pressed forward to
launch this radical paper.

Many have expressed a need for an
alternative newspaper accessible to the
community and response to the need for
social change. The Triangle’ sprogressive
community has no forum for information,
communication and analysis. This has
limited the ability of activists and
organizations to meet their potential and
has left citizens uninformed about
important matters.

The existing news mediais inadequate.
Importantlocal, national andinternational
eventsare poorly reported. The economic
and political forces that shape the news
are not challenged. Our economy is
characterized by grossineguitiesinwealth
and access to resources. while
concentrating power in the hands of a
small elite. Sincethese elites also control
themajor media, newsandideasthat might
challengetheir power are not presented to
the public.

A publication is needed that is free to
report on the forces behind the news. It
must examine the failures and biases of
themainstream media. It must offer sound
waysto changelife for the better, helping
readers to share ideas, experience, hope,
support and power. It can provide an
inspiration to action and a catalyst for
change.

A group has formed to begin to address
this need. Our vision is of an attractive,
readabl e newspaper, apaper that will speak
clearly and directly to a diverse
community, crossing linesof race, gender,
class and sexual orientation.

The success of the paper will depend on
the involvement of the community it
serves. All those sharing a progressive
viewpoint areinvited to participatein any
and all aspects of the paper. We will
continually reach out to thelarge network
of activists, concerned citizens and social
changegroups, providing aforumtoreport
their work events and concerns.

The newspaper will be guided by the
principlesof economicjustice, ecological
responsibility, non-violence, democracy
in all aspects of life, support for
reproductive rights and respect for the
respect for therights, dignity and diversity
of all people.

The paper will be independent, run by
volunteers, not for profit and available
free to the public.

Inside this issue:

< Eye on the Media ............ p. 2
= Deregulation Blues.......... p. 2
< A16 Photo essay ............. p. 3

< 10 Year Retrospective:
Leading Stories....pages 3-10

< Winona LaDuke............... p. 11

= Zapatista Women Rise.p. 12
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Now that $1.3 billionin military and law
enforcement assistance to Colombia has
been approved by Congress, and military
advisory programs have been set up, the
News & Observer hastreated itsreadership
toadiscussion of themeritsand aimsof this
huge aid package. In the July 30 “Q”
section, the question “Colombia: Another
Quagmire?’ isposed. Whilemorethan one
side of theissue was presented, the tenor of
the article makes US involvement sound
morelikeamoral crusade against thelatest
villain of the day -- international narcotics
production and trafficking -- than the dubi-
ous adventure that risks intensifying an
already horrific civil war, afar morelikely
outcome.

Quoting White House sources and Fort
Bragg Special forces soldiers, we are told
that the USis* doing theright thing” inthe
planned intervention programs, already an
established (if under-reported) part of
American foreign policy.

Infact, the UShasalready suffered casu-
alties, most notably Army pilot Jennifer
Odom, whose surveillance plane was shot
down by combatantson July 23. Withmore
American “advisers’ being sent into the
area, more such casualties are, sadly, quite
forseeable, as are civilian massacres that
havecharacterized just about every US* as-
sistance” effort inthe past half century, and
whicharealready far too commonan occur-
rencein Colombia..

In acompanion pieceto the main article,
our esteemed senior Senator Jesse Helms,
in an inspired piece of ‘50s era commie-
bashing, points out that the Colombian
civil war is being waged by Communist
narco-terrorists, and that we must do what-
ever it takes to resolve the conflict. It is
obvious that the Senator’s definition of
“whatever” is limited to military aid and
assistance, and not to negotiated peace.
Meanwhile, best evidence shows massive
army and paramilitary involvement in
profitting from the drug trade, and in a
recent interview paramilitary leader Carlos
Castanaclaimedthat theUShasbeentrying
to provide covert support and direction to
his and other right-wing groups, univer-
sally agreed to have murdered by far the
most civilians.

On the other hand, closer to the govern-
mental party line, themain articlestatesthat

L ocal Activists
Arrested

In the IMF/World Bank demonstrations of
April 16 and, morerecently, the protests of
the Republican National Convention in
Philadel phia, local activistsweretreated to
organized police harassment and brutality.

InaPrison Industrial Complex march on
April 15, over 500 marchers were arrested
by DC police. Non-violent protesterswere
corralled into anarrow block and held cap-
tivefor two hoursbefore being carted off in
school buses to be charged with minor of-
fenses. Several Chapel Hill/Durham activ-
istswereamongthosearrestedinthispolice
action, which was a pre-emptive strike
against the protests scheduled for the next
day

state were arrested and subjected to police
brutality -- safely out of thesight of cameras
orindependent observers-- and someare, at
thiswriting, still injail onridiculously high
bonds.

JER-FUNDED SCHOULS,

JNSAFE DRUGS.

I n Philadel phia, activistsfromaroundthe d

the weaponry and technical assistance will
be helpful in bringing about a “negotiated
peace” for the beleaguered nation.

The section omitted the fact that a peace
process has already been established in the
country, and that rebel and governmental
leaders took an extended tour of Europe
together in February in order to learn about
civil peacefrom various other nations, was
completely ignored in the N&O article.
Colombian President AndresPastrana, him-
self under investigation by the Colombian
parliament for having been elected with
massivefunding fromdruglords, hasceded
territory to the rebelsin the name of peace
(and, true, because the rebels are powerful
enough to hold and defend large tracts of
land), and in the long view, a negotiated
peace seemspossiblewithout foreigninter-
vention.

But the “Q" section presented evidence
only in support of US intervention assis-
tance, such as the amounts of drugs pro-
duced in the region and ending up on a
“table in Hilton Head”. Nowhere is the
question posed of “what do we do if this
first' PlanColombia packagefails?’, surely
aquestion of concernto thosefamiliar with
that other conflict of repute from three de-
cades ago, inwhich the US held little more
thanacommitmenttodo*“whatever it takes’
to ensurevictory of non-communist forces.

Asthis“quagmire’ develops, theNews&
Observer needs to take a close ook at the
situation, and ask questions that lead to a
critical and public discussion of the merits
of USinvolvement in the ongoing war.

The lives of 58,000 US military person-
nel may not beat risk in South America, but
the lives of millions of Colombians will
most surely be affected by an aid package
that equal s 5% of the total Colombian bud-
get. Facts, not official or military rhetoric,
iscaled for.

Why Beg for Dereg?

Commentary by Dan Gerlach,
Budget & Tax Center Director

Inanincreasingly stressful world, | think
weshouldall beentitledtoafew certainties.
Oneof thosecertaintiesshould bethat when
| turn on thelight switch, thelight goeson.
Another should be that | know about how
much my electric bill will be each month.

But thereisanational trend to deregulate
the electric industry. Deregulation means
that individual sand businesses coul d select
the company to provide their electricity,
while at the moment electric companies
have monopolies over specific geographic
areas. Under deregulation, electric compa-
nieswould competefor your business, hope-
fully resulting in lower prices and better
service.

Ha, | say. Let’ slook at California—oneof
the statesthat deregulated first. Residential
consumersin San Diego are paying two to
three times as much in their electric bills.
While service during the California heat
wavehasbeen erratic, brownoutshavebeen
common. Several hundred people, al op-
posed to the new deregulation and its ef-
fects, testified before the utility commis-
sion recently.

In other areas of the country, it has be-
come obvious that some power companies
are manipulating prices as well. A Wall
Street Journal article reported that the en-
ergy infrastructureis not ready for compe-
tition. Some compani esaredeni ed accessto
the power grid. Othersaretaking el ectricity
at peak times and replacing it later, jeopar-
dizing supply. Yet others are bidding up
pricesfromsmall plants, knowing that high

CORRECTION

Inyour excellent article on Dianna Ortiz
(July, 1996), you wrote that she is from
Kentucky, whereas she is actually from
New Mexico.

Thank you for writing articles about hu-
man rights.

Sincerely,

Bruce Magnuson

(http://www.propl.org/protest/guatemal/
guat96do.htm)

summer demand will resultinitsuse. The
perfectly competitiveworld that the free-
market pointy-heads envision does not
exist in the energy realm.

Let’snot forget that we' ve already had
telephonederegul ation. I’mnot quitesure
that my long-distancebillshavedecreased
any. After al, how could they? Compa-
nies spend millions on TV commercials
and mail advertisements to recruit you.
They havetothink of ingeniousdisclaim-
ers — “Yes, 2 cents a minute, anytime
(eftertwoa.m. and beforethreea.monthe
second Thursday of the week).” They've
generated amini boomlet inthe economy
by calling my house to convince me to
switch over with wonderful promises:
“Mr. Gerlach, we'll give you free min-
utes, a set of Ginsu knives, and..what the
hey...abrand new car!”

Please. Leavemealone. Let mepay my
bill in peace.

North Carolinapolicymakerswereright
to adopt a go-slow approach to deregula-
tion. The California experience shows
that thereisawhole lot of risk and not a
whole lot of gain to deregulation at this
time.

There are some principles that North
Carolinashould adopt fromtheselessons.
First, any movetoward deregul ation must
contain protections, bothintermsof qual-
ity and price, for residential consumers.
Second, power companies should be able
toexplaintheir plansfor furnishing power
at times of peak demand, such as hot
summer days. Third, any taxation of elec-
tricity should bebased onusage, not price.
Deregulation promises deeper price re-
ductions for large power users, such as
industrial plants. These large users
shouldn’t have all the benefit of lower
taxes as well. Fourth, make it a require-
ment that el ectric providersdon’t call me.
I'll call them.

Dan Gerlachisthedirector of the N.C.
Budget and Tax Center, basedin Raleigh.
He can be reached at (919) 856-2158 or
by email at dan@ncjustice.org. Thisar-
ticle appeared on the web site of the NC
Justice and Community Development
Center, http://www.ncjustice.org.
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ThePrismisanindependent, nonprofit news-
paper providing a forum for grassroots
approaches to social change. In printing
news not covered by traditional media, we
emphasize local issues and local perspec-
tives on global issues. We are guided by
principles of economic justice, ecological
responsibility, nonviolence, democracy, Sup-
port for reproductive rights, and respect for
therights, dignity and diversity of all people.

Theall-volunteer staff for thismonth'’ sissue
of ThePrism:

Editors: Matt Robinson, Jeff Saviano.
Production Staff: Matt, Jeff, Dick Pad-
dock

Treasurer: Matt

Distribution Staff: Matt (co-ordinator),
David K., Dick P., Jerry Markatos, Alan
Archibald, Sharon LaPalme, Pedalers Ex-
press, Jordy McClung.

Serving Orange, Durham, Wake, and
Chatham Countiesin North Carolina
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The Prism
P.O. Box 1544
Carrboro, NC 27510

prism@metalab.unc.edu (e-mail)
<http://metal ab.unc.edu/prism/> (WWW)

©2000 by Progressive Newspaper, Inc. dba
ThePrism. Contentsmay not berepublished
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|IMF ProtestersinDC...

Photo essay by Matt Robinson _ _ _ _

On the weekend of April 14-16, 2000, a massive protest took place in the nation’s capital. The
streets of Washington D.C. were inundated by tens of thousands of activists, demonstrators, union
members, independent media Jaeople, anarchists, and general malcontents, who had gathered to
protest -- and if possible shut down -- the annual meeting of the International Monetary Fund and
the World Bank. Voicing their onosition to IMF/WB policiesthat exacerbate poverty and erode
democracy throughout theworld, but especially in thggl_obal South, the protesterstook to the streets.

Over the course of the weekend, people participated in conferences and forums exEI oring issues
of poverty, development, and globalization, and examined the World Bank/IMF role in the
destruction of environmental, social, and labor standards worldwide. Demonstrators took part in
marches and rallies protesting the Prison Industrial Complex, the U.S/NATO devastation of
Y ugoslavia, the use of sweatshop labor by multinational corporations, and Mexican repression of

. W I_' n [t b it /1 :' - -f!l f-_'.*.!ul ': ol = S . ¥ g e
Above: Green Party Presidential Candidate Ralph Nader addresses the International Forum on Globalization on April 14. Aboveright: The weather was beautiful for the A16 march
to the Ellipse. Brightly painted puppets led the way. Below right: Graffiti marks the sentiment of radical activists. Rain dampened the spontaneous, unpermitted marcherson April 17,

below left, but the police were few, motorists friendly, and thousands of non-violent protesters briefly had the run of the city streets.

MeaeWithStiff Res

indigenous rights in Chiapas.
During the massive, non-violent protests against the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank,
demonstrators and innocent bystanders alike were treated to force and intimidation by D.C. Policeand U.S.
Marshalls. Despiteanti-democratictactics, massarrests, and extra-legal harassment of organi zers, protesters,
and supporters, the demonstrations were a great success. _ _ _ A
For several daysthe World Bank and the | MF were put squarely in the public spotlight, and delegatesto the s

IMF/WB meetings -- the focus of the demonstrations -- were forced to discuss issues of global poverty and BE
inequality. The meetings were not shut down, as organizers had hoped, but for three days many thousands €5,
f A ( world joined together to make tRgi=veise

Clockwise, far left: Officer outside World Bank Headquarters watches his back.
I ndependent media shut out of pressconferenceat Convergence Center raid. Phalanx
of motorcycle officers at WB building. National Guard troops called out on A16.
Outside courthouse, supporters of the incarcerated await news of those inside.
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The Prismisproud to present a 10-year retrospective of newsand viewsthat have graced
the pages of this grassroots publication. Many of the stories profiled here from the past
decade remain current and have lost none of their relevance. There are stories of hardship
and stories of triumph, and storiesthat, like the university-affiliated toxic dumpsin Chapel
Hill and Raleigh, demonstrate how the Triangleareahaslots of common problemsin search
of solutions.

Please note that we have not reprinted the entire articles here, nor have we chosen only
themost controversial stories. Wehopeyou will find agood representation of the coverage
that The Prism has provided to the area since 1990. The Prism hopes eventually to make

1990, May

~ Greens call for action

UNC sits on toxic dump

Logcation of
Landfill

!

Diagram of
Landfill

By Timaothy M. Hunier

“Ignorange 15 Bliss." bur oo
when iesmes o hasardons vaste.
YWith thiz in |||j:|:1,|I the ﬂlﬂtrlgl;
Couniy Greens indfiated o investi-
gaton of achemical  landfill lo-
cated in Chapel Hill and owned by
the: University ‘of North: Caroling
af Chapel Hill. The CGresliss
leased the resulis of this study dur-
ing Earth Week, in an effort fo in-
form the community of the
extstence and possible dangers of
the lamdfill

The chemical landfill, located
along Alrpont Bosd one guarter of
amnile morth of Estes Boad, operat-
ed from 1973 o MNovember of
R [H":li‘.u'l.l‘il}l s a burial gromnd
for chemical wasee from the chem-
ety department: at UNC-CH. The
landfill Closed in 1979 largely due
o the development of commercial
gerviees . that treat hazardous
waste, Since that time, UNC-CH
has realized that it is mere pract
cal toship off waste to a contract-
ed commercial service than to
Himdfilh the waste,

The Afrport Bosd site was a
state approved and planned waste
chemucal burialidizposal -area. In
other words; the university had the
state’s ?{‘-t‘]ﬂisﬂim tr legally dis-
pose of 1tz hazardeus and non
D sardows waste chemicals on uni-
versity property. These decisions
were hased on aritledes of the time
ang the then wp-to-date informa-
tion on hazardows wasie, In the
5700 a sanitary landfill wwas con-
sidered a “safe” method of waste
disposal a5 there were no commer-
cial wagte reatment services avail-
able., Since the 19MFs, however,
incressed knowledge in the field
of hazardous waste has lead o the

refliEation that past dctiond muy
be regzon for concemn for the
present and the fulure.

Tt what was buried in the un-
lined Landfill and how much? The
exact answer (o this question s nog
Enotarn, because there was no per-
mit ‘system that enabled  authori-
ties 1o track and record hazardous

Cowins reated or dise
posed. It was not untl the early
L980's that huzardous wasie regu-
lations and an exiensive permit-
racking system ware implement-
ed o ensure the safety of the
ransper, treamment and dispesal
of  hazardows  waste,  Posgible
chemical substances buried in the
landfill inclode pelliE  ogen:
ated and ' non-halogenated  sol-
VENLS, OTEAnies, iNeTEanics, posti-
cides, mercury, and heavy metals.

The uncertain chemical conmpo-
sition of the lamdfill could create
several commplications. First, reac-
tive chemicaly may have been
buried next to each other creating
g possible formation: of readtive
products or even cxplosions. The
probakality of chermcals reacting

with cach other icreases temen
dously if the site 15 disturbed by
events such as on-site construc-
tion or site excavaton. Second,
the chemicals were buried in their
original containers, often glass
bottles; and not safely drommed
in 55-gatlon sipcl barrels. Thess
prigingl bettles may have broken
Wh:.'ll ||:|I:: ;l-\."'l[l:' LR I;,:I;:l\'t::l"l:':"l:l i’ll1|_,r || =0
graded, thus increasing the chance
b chemicals mixing below the
surface.

The inital disposal procedure
meplved the digging of a trench B
1 12 feer deep, then plaging the
chemicals in the renches and bur-
ying them with 4 1o 6 feer of soil

1990, April

Raleigh News & Observer editor gives Central American
solidarity activists reason to launch an alternative paper

1991, October
Two marines refuse

war's immorality

|1

5 ‘.5..‘r
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1991, March

1992, January

Hamlet:

Since the September 3 Hamlet fire, every
wieek hag new revelations of official
disrepard for life at ewiery bevel, The
plantwas gever ingpecied butating ice cream
fiacilin pext door war—seweral times! An
FD4 ar way in the plant every day
imspecting chicken but overlpoking sufery
hazards, Hf et aqporoved lovking ext
L e

ey at
the plan, a businessman member of the state
OSHA {Cocupational Safety and Health Ad-
- mimistration) advisory panel cloined that
mﬂ‘"’ Shevaht the fire on them-

A Migrtin saysworkersneed
to "speak up," bt if's been revealed tha
federal OSHA dies nor respond to anomy-
mons complaings, Lﬂtﬂmt‘:ﬁﬂcm,fm
regulation.  But more importans, workirs
mm’rfprmm
The it a barge portion of last

W{ﬂhﬂﬁi H":ﬂiﬂﬂi‘

mu:ﬁsgwﬂazcﬂimﬂﬂwwkﬁ'mdm

.Fm‘h?ﬁ-

Serving the counties of Durham, Orange, and Chatham

store, wias one of them,

beginning.

Thove who want to volinteer their kelp in
keeping the Imernationalist Bookstore open,

f.il!-i'ﬂ-".?{‘! CoRiacE:

PAD, Bozx 951
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

The Hamlet tragedy hes revealed more to
R s “the callousness, groed,
and mhmn,mm:.' of one profit Fumgry ompo-
rawe family. It reveals more than the lack of
adequate regulations or thedr enfarcement at
the bpcal, state, and Federal level,

Such o needless industrial tragedy could
orly 1= itherm working class
shackled by the sricte hat s their day 10 day
:’W IR

At Immm] workers weng paid powerty
level wages. Low wages are charscteristi of
the South

Imperial workers were permitbed oo bath-
rom beeak per day, The lack of dignity and
respect on the job s a chmamdn charaieristic
of the South,

Imperial workers paid inemendously high
(for poverty wagss) insurance cosls sach
month,  Many em companies force
Southem Workers w pay for ter own cover-
age for inadequate insurance, if coverage is
offersd a1 a1l _

Formier Imperial workers complain that 2
common ocewrrence af the plant was o firean

There are some people whose allegiance is to
the human race and to the suevival of the eanh.
They oppose the pursuit of empire, whatever its
guise. They are galled intematiomalisis. Bob
Sheldon, founder of the Internationalist Book-

He was monally wounded on the night of
h,hmd"'r' 21. On the wav to the hosoital that
n'-:_'-_.l-l'l- (1 PELLML A PGS BT BRE  LARST Wl d LR AAJELL-

memorating anpgher indermatioralist, Ben Linder,
the American volunteer who was murdered by
the US-backed contras for the ¢rime of bringing
electncity to Light a tiny village in Nicaragua,

Whatewer the motive for last month's murder,
Bob had that spinit of bringing light w0 his com-
munity. The Prism $taff will fondly remember
the guidance and support Bob gave us from the

Imternatiomalizi Bookstore Committee

Checks should be made payable to: "IBC”

—  Interview: Dr. Rudolf Zarzar on American Arabs: page 3 -

The Prism

— Vol.2 No.2 March 1991

In memory of Bob Sheldon

"Bob had

that spirit of
_brinaina liaht
to his
community”

injured workerafter they received workmen's
compensation for an isjury o the job. South-
e §2ates e the worst injury

programs in the country, with North Caroling
beading ke ligt, where panishment by firing i
the most common “remedy” for an-the-
acidents,

Imperial’s maintcnance worksrs werg
!:maﬁu“mmmmnn " while they
ﬂmyﬁimupauimlyhmmmﬁn
Sive dom lime.” Farged
less of the ot o the it l]'u: rule of
the day in Southern plants. In the pouliry
industry, injuries hk:-am*pa-.'l Luml:is}m-m
ma.;r mm

itzel in & p:-ur
Mjmjﬁ.mm m;pm!.m
More than a third ummmmmm
will "find their way" o a Black Beli area—
especially those indastries which are labor
miensive.

FREE -

EZAHD MATIEYW ASTLHNDDS

Never again!

unnfwwﬂmﬁnm
Thee [ack of Black political power in thé South
i & mapar factor in the lack of political and
regalatory protoctions for African-Americen

Euf:lt.'nha;meh MMM$
west percentage
warkers in the couniry. Even wher: aniong
dovexist in the South, they ane weakened by
the Lack of a supportive climate.
Twenly-five. Scuthern workers are dead.
Wi aremumn with thedr Eamilies and hvved ones,
W shane their frustration., anger, deipair, and

pain. To paruphrase ome worker, ared
miore ahodl chickens and profils than
thy dict aboal the who worked there.”
Imperizl Foods' locked doors and blocked

exils el ik all, Hoowever, il wis never moes
et that we must o maore than feel the pain
and suffering of all that we have lost, The
Hamet tragedy mast never happen sgainl

Contriburions can s8ll e gant
Prrgrisrial Food Products Vietim Rali
Fund, PO, Box 151, Hamiet, ¥
28345, The Relicf Fund is being
adminisrered by the tow of Dobibing
Heiphts.
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NAFTA: What Does it Meanto NC?

There is stll time t oppase it or i amend
it before Congress voles on it this fall. That
i why gesting informed about it issoimpor-
fvck the job. This conferénie wis an excel-
leat spurce of information about NAFTA
am‘g.jj;;-,,':"“*“' mamlinations for our com-
mumity. But The Prism was the only logal
paper that bethered to Cover I

NAFTA: What it is and who's behind it

In his keynote speech, Dr. Jorge
Castaneda, 4 professor from the Mational
Autonomeus Unoversity of Mexioo, and a
visiting professor at Berkeley and Princeton,
said that NAFTA wasoriginally acorporate
iheaevobvedinCassi the 1.5 and Mexioo,
Although NAFTA was “signed™ in Angust
1952 by Georpe Besh, Canada’s Prime
Minister Brian Mulroney, and Mexicos
President Carbos Salinas, it s m yel setin

stone. Bush mgistod on the fie tat this is e
oy possible free-radeagrecanent. Battherg
are: other wavs to-do i, according to
Castangda.

The Bush agroemend 15 4 pypacal conser-
vallve fres-trade plan, with no social or
envizonmental awarzness and no industrial
policy for the fubere, Castaneds envisioned
an altemative agreement similaz 1o the Eu-
ropean Commumty (EC). This: 30-year
Eurcpean plan is mone socially and civi-
ronmentally awage, allows Tabor mobility,
and miakes possible the ransfer of resources
Erom richer to poorer regions, enabling their
EFEsIlEr SonomE; parkipalion.

1993 May

rthCarolina Leshiansand GavMenMore Visible:More VictimizedinNo

by Jeremy Raw

I thez weadoe of & hugely seccessfiul n‘ﬂn:hE
Waskirgpon DI in syppost alf equsd righiy

men, bestaans and bi-seuaks, the Morth

Carolinaoalition for Gay andLeskian Equab

ﬁ-ﬂ{tﬂ:ﬂﬁ[ﬁ}ﬁwﬂ ils annmal pepon on

y 4 in Rﬂﬂh. The report, entitled

“k Himon Bights it Morh

Canling,” chronicled bigoted vicknce and

discrimination agnina leshians, gay men and

it A Hnumrlg?uﬁmmrgﬁl

et criines indise iminatien by goven-

e agencies, including harssment, enirag-

mend and false areesd by law enforcermend

ofaceTs,

MCOGLE docomented a towl of 3748
arli- gy ineichents in Morth Carolinain 194932,
O ihege, 104 qualified s have criones under
fedieral guidelines, & marked incresse from
the &1 hate grimses docarmented in 1949,
MOCGLE compiled it statistics From da
iellsetind b 1942 bop i staberwide mepaark Of

N oanel gy sereiee agencies.

Anng Borlein, cosedinator of MOCKLES
commenged, <1992 marked many brssk
throvghs as besbins arl pay men played

1993,July-August

increasingly visible pablic roles in both
national and siate elections, as well ag in
Tocal chirehes and schools. Right-wing ac-
tivizesn ¥ | ponded with a backlash of vio-
Tence and harassrnent ntended to intinidage
peophe back into silences.”

Barbcin also staged that “The Mational Les-
iam and Gay Task Foce estimaes that BiF:
of anti-gay ncidents go unreponed.  When
Leshiare and gy naen report crimes, they fisk
bouing Tomily, friends, emphoyment, housing
ared hesalth insurance™ becase off their sexual
nft-:-nmllj.-:ln "%ﬂmﬁnﬂd homaophobia
rrecars et podics EOETTHTICRL, e
often seem e of the problomn rather than a
mesource.” ghe added.

Teeventbidess, Burlein noted that the tide
15 changing and that Bomth Cirling coerts
are beooming more responsive b besbians
and gay men,

Significant dizcriminalion conlinkess bo
afflice beshizns and gay men. The NOCGLE
reqrt podnied out the valmerability of lesbi-
s el iy men 1o wieh hunis™ that arget
andd roor oul emplovess simply because
they are rumared L be hormoeeogal. Such
discrimination s not yel illegal because
lesbians and gay men e ot vet incheded in
federal oo seate civil rights koas,

The activities of the police crevie anciher
significant problem. Accounts from: Char-
lotic indizase that police “sting™ operations
hiave harassed, enticed and falsely armested

ay men, in violation of the L5

titution's guaranies of cqual Erm
o wnsder the law, Accarding o clvil dghts
ARLCTTHE Y Anita Hodgkiss “Few hetorosssu-
alswoubd ipderate ™ enforcenmsntol th crime
Against nature law comparabis "t that be-

ing pursued against gay men
The law ;Euwm oral and anal sa1,
whether hedercaesial or homosexoal Un-

der this law, approsimately S0 of the
sigie’s population are felons. The law iz
applied in a digriminalory way agains
Leshians and gay men., and remding one of
the sbromgest pi supponting a climate in
svinich anti-gay PIgOIy SEEmEe aoCepd
NOCGLE abso documented a5
chse 1o fegr of ATDE, noucheal it by isotoGons
suchas the N Deparementof Social Services,
wwhich refused o remove HIV-positive: chil-
clren fincm albusive o ecause the chikien
“haver podg U die anewiry,” Chibdoen have
besome the: victims of homophobia i other
wavs as well, Coeod the crschest cffects of the
crame agalngt nature Ly B S uss i deny
fessbinn rothers s gay Tathers nocess & e
childmen in custody dispoies Fallowing &

worce, An alurmings fise akso occurred in fo-
maophobic abuse among youth and on cam-
puases, making youth and schools the area of
sharpest increase in documenied ant-gay inci-
dengs in 1952,

The Coalition called in its report for re-
peal of the crime against nature Ivw; for the
state 1o re-enter the Mattonal Organraleon
of Victim's Assismnoe, for atiention by
high school and college campuses o the
nesds of 6125 and bisexeal youth;
for Law enforcement o siop selectively en-
forcing the crime againgst nature kaw and 1o
ahandon entrapment techniques; for civil
rights protection for leshians, gay men and
hisexuals; for maintenance of anonymous
AIDS esting and mm-ﬁm o Imﬂ.]l:mﬂﬂ_&
prevenlion programs; for an ¢nd
military's ban on homosexuals; and for
training members of the bar in gay/lesbian
isspes in Famiky and criminal Taw,

Said Burlein, “We hope this repant will
comribate o the growing movement amang
concemned itizens o creats a now chmate
in Morth Carolina that resisks all hate vio-

UNC Housekeepers Movement Building Steam

.|‘a:|.' ilents Siiesier

Someimees if tabes s disiter 10 reitwigo
male & mneernenl, O lmes, ol need a
vichiry By rekisdle a senss of marmeaium.
The UNC Housckeepoers Movemenl =
cently got both,

FLara o the Bt of i ol an iepartant
GO '-'Ili.-l.l.'ll': I I ;\___:;T._.n. e e s e e R
a_-u.,.n_;_;-.i.:-.-..iu:l_':ﬁ_é,-m i 1 T VTR Cal e
ihscateageoias fnng of howsckesporsleader
LEre Browring.

Canod meswes dnel badd, it all addd op roa
strorger. mivere arifosd: rooee i Hoos-
koepors blovemment

September Hearing 5ot

The g_mc‘.lmwsis taat the housekeeers”
class notion groevance will gt a ol bsir-
img. That hegring

pann weeis in s or. Mipegy ane: house-
kcepers are currently sipnesd onilo the griey
wnge

In a motons hearng in Aprl, Jodgze
Bremda Becton bnashed aside nniversty ad
minastralEon aterpl: b cnppbe the gnev-
ance. Aomotion o EErnizs e onevanoe, A
otion o fores U disclosirs b all goiew
ands” @y petums, and a motion @ diseiss
cyidence of the ariversity 's hizben of main
tining unegqual trsatment for “Hack s -
all were rejecied.

The judpe alsn cxpressed wallingress o
heear heiekorepers” ideas for redneee incud-
ing hack. pay, Teont pay, amd meaningiul
L Ui, OpOT T e

L. 1 experses for the ETICV AN #re £x
- forTun oer BS000E

.:!m[cm:m.."'m_d.:'l:lﬂ:lﬁ'l‘.'l'&‘!::'-'l:' -
Loy Biadlgeimn Chaped HEL will ke the final
Housekeeper Eric Bro
flwe children.

mi" L
e
i wedlh P o Mo

Conversathom ... or Retabation?

The May fring of houschespers lender
Eric Browning wes a sheok 1o the entire
mveEment. Brovwmndng, an osspoken nm-
ber af the Hoosskeepen ASocialion Siper-
i|=EIII|.|'.-—T-“£'.-
his firing on ernationsal conversation e had
wilkh hi goby coungelor. Moveament leaders
Think the: [IRiRE Slems firom redalisthon, nota
oomveriatinn.

Browning, a fwher of five, worked forfour
F_‘,a_n,:m.a,l.lm_': brsisdiceeper, Lo Ll tivme, he
e 13 applications for beoer paying jobs.

A
e

Hiehas thaee vears of collepe congisenily
ol o mwewl, reongmaed leadkerslon
ability. and pot along well with his oo-
WIrKEES,

Hiz was denizd om all 13 applica
Lhos. OEEtaes ey veisald Gell iy e
v ton moch of his shek tmesd [ ==
% applications wonbd be los T hie
wian given the obligabory inbrview aller
thiz ke e alrcadd v boes (hlbed, oy one
did he even ger the methos of deniad goarn-

teed all emplayees.
1] R b i b Lol i i tha
T B P o o L P R BRI IHI.!.'N s

admindstration, Browning alzo had waon
wichries in the emploves Sricvance o-
fem when be was treated enfricly. At the
i ded: s Timed, b s b gmievances in
proceas, dealing with ivaining amd prosrs-
ticn. Bath wene stopped by the finng
Eererarming may have further imper-
i nis gl by meeling with Josse Jackson
when e wis her: i April. The Prise ran
a e page phoos of the proshaking hands
st days betore the fining
Broywnimg and the Houskoopors Associa-
o hethd o wickisbe-conenred preas comfrencn
on Jure 24 0 annoenes his decizion tooon-
tesd the firing . That widl begin with o wrdver-
¥ s

At the Movermsemnd

Crver 80 parcent of the 300 plus house
Eoepers A TINC are A rican Armerican. Oher
W pereen e weomseh: Thiy ans o fhe Roagnest
i o thestaie sysicom: the startingy pay

of 511,800 peir yoar poes theem wisll beliw the
ety [dne, WECSE Chook in sl 3050 an the
menrman, They hawe 1o ask _pr:m'ri.:smn T e
the bathroome. They get i ol o breal; for
lomct Thedr “tmining opponunitie:” are an
inswh g fiany om S podiey and prooedomne ™
ke im ddakily Tear best ey
bt sionspe ] of “speaking wp™ Their saper-
vigins are cfen undertrdned or arhilmry or
WOrAE. | e assasiam wp-:nmmmnm]'mux-
kesping i knoon for Akting in the bashes o
Ap s howseketpors come in W owark o
T il el P Lhaen Sonr rodoinices Eate,
ETas E a mgvemcnl s sigmilcancs
£ THHM’LEQEIH'M['WLIE"HWMMT&%
OF poncher, I Bes ol e I recs i ol mur
wiciely’s vidionsness and neglect ownnds
Admcan Americans, oowarcks wiomen, inaords
Tt paisor Ana] Beds cdducaled. T is & roverment
of peaple who insist only on being megied as
RN
v i about sirvple ileals, ideals Like dignity
and fairmess and justice and respect
Taks soang time oy, whileyow are sdil
thaniking recklessly abont jusru;u:, Yoy com
afford B180 mEyhe woo can MToed mwre.
Winhml [Emreedinke suppon ffom oar cin-
PTG AL gli-ci:'-"-!i.l'l.l..‘:-l: I e Tl e e
for will fall sibcnd. Send a check o the UTNG
Hinzsekerpers Associathon, Campus Y, CB #
5115, UNCTH, Chapel Hill, B, 27500
The Howgekoopaers Assodiaton holkisrmeet
ings &t noan cvery Tharsday in the Caompas
Yol LG, Supponicrs are selcoms.

Srirgler 15 the 2o
EEamer E Hevw e i,

s,

edirar gf the Howse-
2 Are All Houscked]-
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““Single Payer” Beats Other Health Plans

Health Care in the South
= The infant mortality rate in the South is
higher than the rest of the country, and

in some rural areas it is higher than in
Haiti—the poorest country in the world.

|* Southerners paid 8.3% of their income
for health care in 1980, and 11% in 1991;
both are higher than the national aver-

age.

* Qualifying for medicaid in the South is
difficult because the maximum yearl
income for a family of three to quality is
$4400.

* The low unionization rate in the South
means if you want higher wages, you'll
probably lose your heaith plan. Also
two out of three jobs are now temporary
or contract labor (with no benefits)

isgurce: Farmer Georgig Representative, Kita Valenti)

By Mia Kirgh

Is the Clinton health care reform package |
a step forward for Americans, especially the
uninsured poor, or could it be a step back-
ward? Many in the progressive comemunity wresthed with |
thiztpestion il therecenl NC Falr Share Convention held on

Oxtober 30¢h In Ralegh, The problem: should we SUpgot
Clinton’s plan a5 a needed firsl sien toward impeavine

1994 March

::-_..- B . - I

Let’s Eliminate the Sales Tax on Food
| by Jim Jenivin

| 0 all the many ways in which the poor and the dissdvantaged are treated|
{unfarcly, Poets Caroling’s sales iy on food is one of the Woest, 1 s one bt of|
{ it ress thit Gaoirhd —iis) ol — be changed. [
It should be easy o remove the tax on food. Vanoes diessares have besn)|
| proposd to elisinite, or at the very beast redice, the . Tlier o cumendy twe
| bulls in th begraclaturs that wonld efveage the sales tax strocten: & it affects food. |
| Thebest Argueed s asales t o food 1snboions; A salesion Vs piohably |
! the el regrissive tax fhere in That i, e lower s family' s oo, Be s af |
| ity imerme i Family nvast spend on thimgs subgest tathit, Typicadly accneding |
| o it e Tiir Jlovtice, lowincome famitiss spend thiee-cperters of thesr|
| imc e o tfngs swhject 1o sales iy Middle-income Gimilies spend Tess thas kalf |
their incane o thisgs subject b sales tas, and the richest Families spend wmly |
l:.i:rml:m:-s: i of thedr meomeon laxed poonds l
| ¥ulaeher way, a0 pesiind st is e egiivabenl of an incomi: tax with |
24.5 percent rate for the poer, 4.2 pesient rate forthe middhe chass, and a | percest |
Frabe G dhe rech Thea's slvur regressivg and usfair 3% 2 B can be,and :|||:;E
!_ e Jine Aporadis m =-'_‘:~'!.""“ wrazefial -t mpts & shsraniia] G el foathed
{ poor by rechscing b BT o on i essertial like food, W g, after all, beive: |
(toeat. Fosd i tardly descretionary spemding, Bonat present, i seems mice [ikely |
{ that the Segilatune ol b saceessiul in aitempt to elimmasts the Edangrblcs s |
o e Ll wouid aib'eiuedy besefit e well-tis-do. The fact that oheervers think |
thas saniall tam o stocks, hinids. matunl fiod (hobdings and cther “inuaseible” |
(asseds may be eliminated, while) attesyrts tocnl the tax o food may fail or be
postponed, reflects the vl of the poliical powes sinschure inoour state. |
Cepasivanons wuck a2 Morth Caroling Faie Share arz l.!,'lr:'ling Beird i 3'13'-;;'.'
thiz sitation. Remeval of the siles tax on food is ang of the top goals an Faie
e s agenda, alung with promotsomof e single-payss bealib plan. Bt it wan't
b camyto accomuplish. Al food bad been cxemped from the sales ty once befose §
—in 1541 — bt the tan was reimposed m 1961, specificaliy b prottid mon: |
mone y Far education. Bints thes the: sales tax s been poing up rather sieadiy. |

1995, April

1995, May

How I Survived
AIDS-Related

Dnaymonia in.2
North Carolina
Prison

by Eddie Halcher

Prism

Euss

1w VAR, Eadie Harcher and gecther Narive Ameri-
qon, Timrorky Jecabs, becdme infenumionally B
Jov their Erkecver af e Toca! rewspaier w Eoteson
Connry, Fivey soii this st a0 i e et attensr
dratdeattention fo county cficials iwolvemens in drug
trigfficking and discriminglory treatmen! of migrity
vz, A federid fury gogninted Hatoher and focohs,
st uclseqeeenely the stavte tried and convicred Haicher
ot kidwappivng charges, While Jacmbs accepted & ples
argain agreemgr, Heatcher was sentenced 1o an [8-
Vear prison ferm

Harcher remaimed politionlly genive while prison.
He war soaibhed in the lurg a couple of vears ago b
angiher prisoner who kat cloimed thar he vl desing
om e cugpestion of o prason official. Severa! months
wp, Hatcher was digromed witk ATDE g finaliy
wilh released from prizon. Hivwever, state officials did
war give - clenr reasar for his release

farcfer pives the follewing desenprisr of the privon
mschicn) treatmend ke received recently,;

On January 12, 1995, while being housed in solitary
confinement @t the Iredell County prison unit in
Statesville, I began to experience a dull pain in the
beower part of my night chest each time 1 ook a deep
breath. For several days I attemipied w overliok the
pain, thinking 1 might be 2 sore muscle or something
LI Lmportant,

Approximately four days after the pain began, |
informied the prison nurse of the pain and shortness of
breath. The purse told me that Thad ahiatal hernia, and
[ was given a bottle of Maalox. After several bottles of
Maalox, and another week of worsening pain and
shortness of breath, Lapproached ancther nurse. [ wold
this murse that T felt asif | kad s0me congestion in the
lower part of my chest, and that if I could get it broken
up it would go away. She advised me very guickly to
ke a “cold pill”™ which had ahsolutely nothing to do
with chest congéstion.

Each day the pain and shortness of breath would
intensify. I conld feel my breath becoming shorter,

1 the gccasion of our fifth anni-
O wersary, it's worth asking: What
5 the character of the Prism?
We bave always attempted to publish
items on local issues and activities or
bocal aspects of national and global is-
shes, However, we depend mostly on
tocal peaple tovolunteer to write and 1t
generally takes maore legwork to do a
local-story. And what happens nation-
aliy and internationally s more and
mire related to what i5 going on lecally.
In essence, there is no separation be-
Pween local and non-local. MAFTA is 4
good ilustration of how local global
Can b

Nevertheless, there's been 4 notice-
able pattern of The Prism doing an ar-
ticle about something strictly local and
then saveral davs later the same basic
story comes oul i one of the logal for-
profit papers. This happeséed with the
story about the uncertainty about Inter-
mateenalist bookstares future: 10 hap-
pened with the article about the specific
ways that the Smart Stan progiillis::
efits children. Tt happened with The
Prisnt’s scoop that Oscar-winning Em-
powerment Project was moving to Or-
ange County from California.

After about three weeks, the pain and shortness of

I arrived at the hospital
emergency room in shackles
and chains, almost unable to
walk.

breath had become 4o bad 1 had almest stopped eating.
I quickly learned that if 1 lay on my right side, it helped
the pain ease upand it seemed 1 could breath easier. 1
began 1o hurt $0 bad that 1 would refrain from getting
gy Lo ea,

g T ol R LIRS B R S L RS . ma
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1995, June

Labor Board Slaps Greensboro Kmart with Kmplaints

TEED OFF: Workers get disuincily lower wages and benefits at the Greenshore Distribution Center than ot other

Krtart DCx.

1996, February

Swine Stench
Stalks Siler City

Chatham County: Next Hog Haven?

by Steve Seilkop

Chathar Couonty may soon be on the
receiving 2ad of spill-over fromn indus-
trial pork producers st like the fecal
slopthat has contaminated castern Morth
Caralma,

iChver the past summmer, breachss and
overflows of dnimal waste “lagoonz”
lwve pesulled i the dschacge of ol
lions of gallons of podlutaniz into the
rivers and streams of eastern Nerth Carn
ling, Mearly all of these catastrophes
have occumed al larpe-scale hog apera-
ticns, with ong spall into the New River
excesding 25 millicn gallans:, Coupled
with umsually large die-offs of mil-
Lisme aof fiek in pur coastal mvers and
FEmanes. mese disasters have bronght
publicity to the rapid growth of the hog-
productien industiy 11 oun state and is
rede inthe escalating degradation of cur
weater quality and fishenes

Untal theevents of the summeer, many

of wsin the Predmont were unaware of
the grewth in the state's hog produgtion
which has vccurred primarily in eastern
NC. Ower the past five vears, hog pro-
duction has doubled to nearbyeight mai-
lbon animals per year, These animils
genceate meee than twice a5 moch bia-
ingical wasie as the state' s human popu-
ladicor.

The treatment of the hog wasie is
Foweser, mech more medimentary and
osely regulated: The “Farms™ that pro-
duce the hogs are enormous, with a
single operaticn having oy many as
20,000 hogs confined m barms from
which feces and ynine are penodically
flushed inte muhi-gereopen ponds(la:)
s WIEE _ then sprayed onto agricul-
turdl frelds. The situation for imdivicdu-
alz living neir these larpe-scale hog
|'l|:'r|.-'e:':E1|l.‘:-I'|:'-. is 'E:I'II'I'I I il.l:ﬂili'l.'l-ﬁ-ll.!- siiffar
g welerable odors and contamina-

tion of their wells by nitrates and bacte-
i, neighboring residents have expen-
enced severe degradation inthe value of
their property.

1996, June

by Andy Rogers

The National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) hit Kmari
Corporation with the third set of complainis in less
than two years for violations of federal labor law at
Kmart's Greensboro distribution center, Among the
25 violations in the latest set of complaints against
Kmart: ierminating ernployees in retaliation for union
activities, threatening employees with discharpe and
other retaliation for union activities, failing to supply
records of occupational injuries and other information
regarding work hazards and emplovee health and
safety requested by union representatives and illegally
lelling emplovees that wage increases were withheld

or frozen in retaliation
for voting for the
Union.

Workers: at  the
Greensboro facility
voted several years
g0 1o be represented
by the Amalgamated
Clothing and Texuile

Workers  Union
(ACTWU)Y.  The
workers say the Union

representation s
needed to fieht abuse

Abandoned in Durham

by Michael Steinberg

Perhigs a million people in the rich-
eif maticw on the planel continge fo
wander for wantof shelter, while empty
howeges proliferate within their sight but
nat their grasp, The Tridngle suy be
-:':"Ir.!i'.:r.:ﬂ.'l'.!lE IR S I:'.'[j.'r].'?{-"lll':'.ll. .Ei'll'f
perhaps several thowsard in Durhum
aleae face hamelessness every day.

Thiz twie-par! yeries investigates
homelezsnesyin Durham, Purs One | be-
It} focuses on the plight of thase fav-
g fir vely an Dushiom s shelter system,
Part Two, in the nexl [(f3me, expioges
those who profit by comtraliing empty
and ahandined howsing.

Part One of Two Parts

In the Shadow of the Jaithouse

Om a blistering hot Saturday last May
I'met three peaple sitting in the shadow
of the Community Shelier For Hope at
412 Liberty Street just cast of down-
town Durharn. The shelter, also known
asCommunity Shelter forthe Homeless:
5 operated by the county, though its
continuing future is m doubt, &5 some
cOunty COMMISSIONEDS: wanl 1o redoce
of ot off its funding.

Fliers posted ominously at the
shelter's entrance had already given me
a foul warming:

Attention Residents
BeginningJune 1, 1996, DCSH
will be charging residents a fee
of $5 per day to stay here and
receive services,

Cnutside, one of the three people in
the shelter's shadow had nothing good
tosay aboutit Alice Suggs sand she'd
been thrown out of it mtoa hard ram
early one recent morning beciuse A
steik knife, one she said she kept for
protection, had been found on her,

“They told me to go 1o the library,”
she said, “I's like a prison i the
shelter. If youdon'tdo what they want
thiey treat you like dirt.”

Suggs protested the stnct regimen-
tation inside the shelter. To her thiz
reflects a public mentality that sim-
ply because one is homeless one i
less than human or some kind of
criminal. _ -

Suggs, who has lived in Durham
mest of her adalt life, said her fast
job, which paid $4.50 per hour, “fell
through the cracks™ and that her 3 week
sty @l the shelter had not enabled herto
find another one.

“Youcan'L getajob,” she complained.
“You gotta fix your hiir and have nice
clothes. You can’t get to sleep in there
until 1, then have to beup at 4 o 5 just
to go to Labor World (a day workplace
nearby at 715 North Mangum). And
when you dogo to sleep you still better
waleh your stuff.”

Suggs said she ended up in the shelter
after her unemployment ran cut and she
could no konger pay her $50 weekly rent,
Suggs' companions, George Burnett
froam St Paul in Robeson county, and

James Parker from Virginia, had
been stavinld @12 shelter toe, and

agreed with her assessment of It.
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1997, March

The women and children of Iraq

Hunger and disease inflicted on Iragi civilians: terrorism.

despite the use of mors than 142,000 tons
of bombsand 350 tons of depleted uranium
shells during the bombing campaigns, From
a legal perspective, the maniime blockade,
coupled with the air blockade, amounts to
an at of war, thereby making the: eco-
RoTIG sanctions a continuation of the war
that supposedly ended in March 1991,
What have been the effects of this con-
tinuing war, euphemistically refarred to as
sanciions, on the people of rag? Four
miltion people, one-fifth of the population,
are currently siarving to death in Irag (UN
FAQ report, 1995). The general human
satuation 15 deteriorating everyday, while
nfor womeninIraqisevenmore thesituatio
Up to 95% of all pregnant precarious
raq SUffer from anemia and thus wormen inl

ren Due fo the'run- breast :feed thelr chzld
lythe bloekade,these awaymﬂa ion ca.usedt

dren. The mothers often brmg thelr Chll-
dren to the hospital to die.

1997, October

NRC Lets Shearon Harris Slide—Again

by Michael Steinberg

A U5 Gereral Accouming Office repon
caflierihisyeartambasted the Muckear Regu-
latory Commission fiar lening satety prob-
lemis preliferate and tester af the nation s

nuclear power planis. A recent review of

ihe situation a1 the Shearon Harris neclear
power rlant by this reporter confimmed the
GAD analysis at that faciline. And beli-
(L118 R1 R B TL B [T [ by 1he i'l:m:"-. o neE
and operator, Caroling Power & Light, are
irealenimg o ke safery there deseriorane

evel further.,

Fhe Untowuchables

The G AL report entithed " Mluckear Regu-
latien: Preventing Problem Plants Bequires
Wfore EMechve NEC Sction.” was releaged
an June 17, 1 owas undenaken alter public
pressune mounied By commmunibics near
nuclear plants led to 8 reguest K an mues-
frpalion of the MELC By Seaplors Fossph
Biclen of Drelaware and Joseph Lichennan

ol Lonnechicud
The repom fowmd that the NRC @5 nol
ctfecipvely pverseiny the p
orablems.” that o™ s msl getling |HEnS s
o fix deficiencies i timely manner,” and
Bt “MNREC enbwrcermeni aciions are oo lae
o be effective,” Aller the repirt’s release
Renatr Biden cabled for & Congreszinnal
nwgslizatiom o The M -.| 1:h | il e
ek the A qoma

19T

anis that havie

o gy L omanisEron H
| Las HI LK I""- LILES
ihat the datior was oo coy weith the :':=I=:.-|.'-f

it s suppesed 1o regualate.

|

Werereman

FIERe T MG CONINTR ey ok 8 a0

L AT M A

Fhadus dwrioen HIE

Let Them Drink Tritium

CPEL s R Badiobocal Reporn foa she g
Harvis I||||_.|I|:".| Thar ehe ooy il -detectctd o
ALY e s I & B it BT T I R ERTT R R T
| i aneer eILIC ] ey T Bt T TR R TR
vt hogr [ge®]. Trinam activary 1455 ey was
clmervedooendy Do of T2 e an Lillisssior, B,
ilr:.'.:-o 17 miies doderesomn o 1he (,.n.._ Fin
Keor” Trtiwn (vom Shearen Hums was sl
Iowisyd i Feghe booin Haims | |k.

The. profdemn of weiom—adicactive b
R e T Shearon Haems was N CRIHE L II:\.
thg epnten 0 the Agail, 99 s In 19EM
e Lol sim P i Dakewibes o) gk
THE W T for |"E.|||I Lo | et e H ime e ey
coided the Fedorad linnt of 2000 ped

bl ceen i ey SO00 pol lovel Tound i e
ake Insi vewr 55 hundied of res b sher 1han
ratinally ecomring level ol s, Acconders o
G et Boben Cinfimam, “Frosh s 4
ciipraind o have fod o raiuead lewgd o -2 pos)
belire the Mockar Age. Wiich makes the bowr
ol an Lilingeon wisder 19000 74 Tiimes Sncher
= T1R] |1

L mmrmaney acnvists mowestom Massachuscirs
Tsdnee Eovamed ehewaned lowels of Thiwa s Lamdkmimne
ainwdl it Kk ol camcer there, which they anwibuic
I Iyt w0 besv s e the Dieerficdd Ru.r;rh:.- Th:
row shtubdoan Y gk es Boswe reacion, Expesurs o
Epveds of mritium such as fthse releasedhy Shearon
Harrishave only becn gong on for docades, whiie,
g [ I.n:-lrn'.u_n. the mich s naverally
cturming leveil Wi s oamed conssam Foe mil-
Vo of yrars, Whnile conciusive evdenee of the
cfficts of nuctear-produied lovels of fritidin may
wel |'|'E“|I-¢kil'l|_£.='lzllf'-?l'["|"ﬂl..-:i ihe BB spent in

Fererr amy gurotsom eith pulling people a1 nisk,
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1998, March
Farmworkers Challenge Mt, Olive Pickle

by Baldermar Velasgues

1998, April

- Rogers Road r¢
Our Community is
the “Sacrificial Lamb”

Thy Perm Labor Shganizing Copmmit-
Firg .I'.""u".f:'lf?j W ,:.'Jl:.-.lmr'r[g '.-.En;.',:-u,'.-.r}' Wwirh
ity wmprecedentod Mrecowiay dgresment
dn TRES with Compbell's Soap Coo and
Midhwessern proguce grovwers fr2e Prism
S 2 L, Nenw L O is arbowd fo ks oh
er el cormpeeipn fo Tadee M Clive
Pickle Co. b recognive farmworkers right
fo mpioM Fepresenration and fo rediess
PR PR, S

Fou cam expect this efford Wi -
troreced mewes and drgw solidarior frone all
over e wield—unles, of course, Ui
CMives CEC hudpes from kis current in-
rransigence.

WRAC AR A5 Rl

Commentary

by Larry Reid

The Hapers Road Communily has been
dubbed the sacrificial lamb of Orange
Coanly.

| say this having worked on countléss
boards and commitiess which at best pro-
vided anexpensive education on what hap-
pens at a landfill and who doesn’t want ene
in their backyard. | have served with public
offictals from Durham, Alamanee, Cirange,
and Wake Counties. The commitiess were
mide up of mayors, commissioners, alder-
men, counsilmen, citizen representatives
and miore.

We've spent fhousands of dollars having
engineery and archaeologisis attempt to
angwer the age-obd question of what to do

Meediess to:say, in exch case, current
ren Ll
minoTit-owned properties, thereby low-
ering the likelihood of great retaligtion to
big government desiring these areas for
puhl il.‘;u.*-;!‘. When a matter, such as a land-
fiill, % defined a3 8 public nesgssity, ool
governments are allowed to use sinfe lows
which are on their side, thereby inflicting
on bocal residents the fear that properties
will be condemned in the name of oiher
“public wse."

These thoughts enter the minds of local
landowmersa litle rmore rotghly by way of
expensive lepal fees in court, when locals
wre Torced todefend theirownership agnins

Uhganize the Souh,” saed the FLOC
copvention delegates last Sugust, and gv-
erything we've leamed during three de-
cades of farmworker organizing is now
bemg pud 10 the test m MNorth Carofing!
Onar garget is the ML Olive Pickle Co., of
M. Olive, NC, fargest prokle producer m
the Sowth,

If it was difficult convinging farmiers
Crnis that we had more m comnoon with

I ik was hard o persuad impoverished
migrant workérsm Ohio that they could
improve: their families” lives by sticking
together with the union, it will be even
harder in North Carolina,

If it was towgh to generate support for
organizing and boyeotts in Ohio, it will be
even tougher m the land of Jesse Helms!

. F ; local governments, o whom we pay taxes
peschothier th th rhage, )

. i m,”;'l" mlhm]mlﬁagﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁ Baldemar Velasques it president and 9 I\‘u'hﬁtﬂ <tidiies were all complete and  For the protection of our cwnership rights.
ﬁ:ﬂ:ﬁéa;:?ina. SVEn more QiTicusl an founder of the OWio-Pased Farm Labor the repons were in, the bottom line read 'biﬁ 1 thimk-it"s tomi thid govermments fade

Chrganizing Camaiitec, wp to the fact that we all must pay. Itisa
utifity, much like sewer, water, and ehec-
tricity, we all create garbage. It is a
hm”ll-rl"%.lﬂ'l..__ e

Bhoray; a5 to wheo will stand ap amd say,
“I"1l be that garbage commissson,” Ao one
seems tobeon the way . Maybe it shoald be
proposit fo the Srate Legislatare that a
solid wasle utility be created.

Linaill it s perceived that garboge 15 a
pecessary urility, and that everysne shoald
pay for & portion of this wiihity, we will
contine to have local governmeénts Yhom-
ing out' o landfills,

dollass to be spent by government offi-
elals, Tdon't know if thoss big dodlars just
frightencd them or if they thought they
woiald bose: face 17 they fought o' camy out
what the studies recommended. but it
smemed 1o drive 2 wedge between the goy-

1999, December
ermments and they decided to dissipate 25 2

Raleigh Sports Arena =iz
Fouled by Toxic Dump =00

goveming bodies consider mass burming as
a menns of handiing solid waste, This in
itsell seemed to be the first of the driving
wedges. The second wedge was the price
tag humg on thissystem. | think the third was
the question of who would bear the cost and
; These' queéstions were never put to the
T E T : commimanity as a whele, in the form of a
e . : i ; queationnnire or debiate in a public foram,
et it was decided by each exscubive
poverning body that this price tag, aid the
suggeated means of handling solid waste,
wis farmoes controversial than land filfing
or hanwing tocsite another landfill. My sum-
rration Trom this wiis that the curmént land-
fills iri each of these counties fad just been
dubbed the sserificial lamb of the county,

Larry Reid ix an independent contractor
vl Tive s wieh iz wife Karen in the Bogpers
Rewd corimriin

Lt e iy 4 e

The pew Baleizh Enteriatament and Spavis Arema is
rigint aeraks the sreeel from ey EPA Sepeefiond Sire,

Radioactive sheep, DDT, and contaminated
groundwater don’t stop the Hurricanes

Phodes by Jorry Slark gias ' .

By Michael Sieiphero

The Raleigh Enwrtainment and Sports
Arens (ESA) opened in tate October with
hemannas of hoopls and hype, North Caro-
lina State University basketball and the
Carolina: Hormcanes professional hochey
tenms now call the 2155 million complex
heme, and Tanes Tavlor will ring in the
mitlenom there on New Y ear's Eve

Bt am all the frodhy media reports on the
ESA s maugaration, there was i menlion
thiat i is located directly adjzcent ioan ERA
Superfund Fie -:l;'n[ﬂ,mzr.tg CArCInGgenis
haardous and radiodactive wastes that have
leaked and contaminated the surmounding
Erdundwater,

In the EPA’s Seprember 1996 Record of
Drecision (ROD on the site, the agency
dinclared than, * Actual or threstened releases
of hazardous sibstances from thas Siee, of
non addressed by implementing the response
action selected in the ROD may prosent an
immanent and substantial endangerinent o
public healih, welfare, orthesnvironmens.”

Yeil over three vears later, while

nultimillicns were devoted (o the ESA—
inclacding. over 2100 millien in public
funds—the contaminated groundwater be-
meath and beyand the site has not been
cleaned ap, And when thal cleanup dies
begim, it will Tikely take 30 yeirs

The EPAin fact bdestified the sie for
superfund staus way kack i 1984, and
pddded it te s MNatiensl Priosities List for
clesnap n 1956

Harard Hill
The | 5 acre site s pfficially Keown a3
Morth Carclina State University Lot 86,
Farm Unat @1, Tosday it ks like a benign

grazsy hill direcrhyiacrs the road frosnthe

(3] p-a:kmg b of the Entertainment ancl
Sports Arena

A chain link Fenee set back from the road
hias e throwan up o discourase fans from
wandening choser w the sife, which is sed
farther back trom thie road and surrounded
by amixther chain link fence festooned with

double strands of barbed
RN,

NC State reconds indicate that the i er-
sily ghirpazad ~F s S of 3660 pounds
per month ol these hazardous wastes during
the 12 years of the dump’s operation. These
included monthly averages of 900 pounds
of solvents, 300 pounds of pesticides, and
550 pounds of waste il NCSU also re-
ported that the todal wolueme of these wasies
wats I00L0H cubae feet,

I ny B Marian Trowh-Werner, wah

SO L e e o e
BRFUTEDY SETEIH



By Winona LaDuke

| want to talk alittle bit about why I'm
doingthis[runningfor VicePresidentonthe
Green Party ling], and what has brought me
toit. A lot of you probably don’ t know much
about my history or what we doin my com-
munity, but I’ ve worked for about 20 years
onenvironmental issuesfrompretty mucha
Native perspective. During the course of
that time I’ ve tried just about every single
recourse to try to solve these issues. I've
been in court, I’ve been to Congress, |'ve
been to the United Nations, I've been to
almost every single administrative hearing
processin thiscountry that you could goto.
In the course of that work I’ ve discovered
that most of those processes don’t work, or
sometimes they work and we'll stall some-
thing, but thething that comesup time after
timeistheissueof theelectoral process, the
fact that bad people have been elected, and
bad people beholden to corporations make
bad decisions that affect all of us.

So the question is posed to people like
you and I, what are we going to do? I'm
probably likealot of other people; I’ ve not
been a big participant in electoral politics,
largely because, if you think of it from a
Native perspective, if they had one person
onevote, 100 years ago, things would ook
quite a bit differently in the United States
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than they look now. But they did not actu-
ally give Indian people theright to votein
this country until we were less than 1% of
the population. That's indicative of how
disenfranchi sed our community isfromthe
American system. Obviously that’sinten-
tional, and obviously there are a lot of
pieces to that, including that we have our
own sovereignty.

Inaddition, if one considersthe circum-
stanceswhichwearein, I’m someonewho
believes that we as progressive people, or
aspeoplefromtheserural communities, or
peoplefrom communitieslikeminewho see
theback end of bad public policy—wehave
to rise to the challenge and go through the
process of recovering democracy so that
decisionsand public policy arewritten not
for therichest peopleinthiscountry, but for
the poorest. So if | believe that, then |
actually must put my own arm into that
process, and strugglewiththat aseach of us
do. Asmy friend Ralph will say, it'storise
frombeingaprivatecitizentobeingapublic
citizen.

Asl’vetraveled aroundthere’ san excel-
lent response as | go to different places.
Nowfirst, | havetoissueadisclaimer. | have
a four-month old newborn, I'm definitely
theonly Vice-Presidential candidatewhois
nursing, whichmeansthat | donot travel as
much as my colleague Ralph, who is not

nursing in this election year. But as | go
around the country | find what I’ m surealot
of youfind, that alot of peoplearefrustrated
with the options, alot of people don’t think
that there’'s much that they can do, alot of
people havedisempowered themselves. The
encouragement that | try to givein my talks
asl gotothesedifferent placesisthat change
ismadeby peoplelikeyouandme. Changeis
made by common people; it is not made by
someone who comes from someplace else
and fixesit. There' s nobody who' s going to
fix it but us.

The work that we do on my own White
Earth Reservation in northern Minnesota,
thepeoplewho areresisting plansto suck out
all the water from an aquifer up in northern
Wisconsin, thepeoplewhoresistthosethings
arepeoplelikeyouandl. Thewordsl giveare
usually to encourage people towards that,
and | findthat it really resonateswith people
all aroundthecountry. They wanttofeel like
there is something they can do.

Weall will agreethat el ectoral politicsisan
important part of anoverall pieceof how you
changethings, but it’ snot the only thing that
youdo. Y ouengageinyour political work in
every arenayou can, whether it’ srebuilding
your community, whether it's litigating,
whether it’ sseeking somekind of administra-
tive redress. Y ou need to continue all those
pieces of work, but you move towards elec-

Winona L aDuke Speaks on Why
She'sRunning on Green Ticket

toral activity. Peoplewouldliketofed ,inmy
experience, that there’ ssomebody they can
votefor whomeant somethingtothem. | hear
that alot of places. Thisonefarmer cameup
to melast year and he says, | must tell you
that I'm a violent and secret supporter of
you. | think that therearealot of people out
therewhoarelikethat, whoarejust common
people who would like to believe in some-
thing, who know that people died for the
right to votein this country and they’d like
to cast their vote for something that they
believedin.

So | would say that there’ san increasing
interestinthis, and | will try todomy partto
keep encouraging this process, to encour-
age people to engageinit.

Winona LaDuke is the director of the
White Earth Land Recovery Project on the
White Earth Reservation in Minnesota and
works with the Honor the Earth founda-
tion. She is the author of two books, Last
Standing Woman, and All Our Relations.

Contact Honor the Earth at 2801 21 S.
Ave. S, Minneapolis, MN 55407, ph#
1(800)EARTHO7; fax (612)721-7162, or
<www.honorearth.com>.

Articlereprinted with permission from:
Independent Progressive PoliticsNetwork:
P.O.Box 1041, Bloomfield, NJ07003-9991
973-338-5398 (voice), 973-338-2210 (fax)

or <http://mww.ippn.org>.

Cont. from p.1

you'll get the same answer ten times: it is
safer for the campesinos or workersin the
field; safer for the workers who consume,
andsafer fortheworkers families. Itis, after
all asocialist country. “Agriculture of the
humbl e, by thehumbleand for thehumble”
said one government functionary.

But all ten will admit, not even pressed,
that the real incentive was the loss of the
Soviet support.

When the Sovietswere supplying chemi-
cal fertilizers, pesticidesand herbicides, and
tractor driven equip-
ment to apply them,

tureMinistry.“ | don’t believemany people
know how big organic farming in Cuba
really is,” he said. “The day the market
opensCubawill bethemostimportant source
for Americafor organic products. Ameri-
canswant cleanfood. Wegrow thecleanest
food on the continent. No other country on
the continent has the capacity, the possi-
bilities, andtheinitiative. Also, weareclose.”

The Crop Protection Institute has some
222 local Centers for the Reproduction of
Entomophages and Entomopathogens
(CREES) whichproduceextremely inexpen-
sivebiological agentsmadeup of bugswho

run by familiesfor their own use, and every
single mother’s son of them is an organic
farmer. “We sell them their seeds, and their
fertilizer and their pest controls, and itisall
organic.”

Theresult, by and largeis clean food for
Cubans. Marty Bourque of Food First, an
Oakland Californiathink tank specializingin
food policy worldwide, said“ because of the
drasticreductionof pesticidesandfertilizers
overal inCuba, it hastobemuch cleaner than
any other country, in general terms. And in
particular termstoo. In fruit and vegetabl es,
for example, and these are very important
areas because the stuff
comes in fresh off the

weussdtoraythe © | “jon’'t helieve many people know how big fidds “in the large

cropsevery sixdays,

saidINISAV engineer
Esperanza Rijo-
Camacho “whether

organic farming in Cuba really IS’ -suan Jose Leon vega,

Agriculture Ministry director of external relations

scale production of
such things as sugar,
rice, and potatoes, they

they neededit or not.”

“Luckily, and | choose my words care-
fully, luckily, theroof cavedin 1989,” said
MavisAlvarez of theCuban Small Farmers
Association (ANAP) which has decided to
go as organic as possible because the sys-
temissustainable. “ It madeuspay attention
tothat whichwasalready there- moreratio-
nal methods.”

“We like to call it ‘ecological agricul-
ture’,” Alvarez said. “It is a much wider
concept which involves harmony with the
land, and theenvironment. If wedon’t save
our natural resources, wearewithout abasis
for development.”

“The campesinointhelandismuch more
able to cooperate with the environment”
than large scale farms, she said. “He has
traditionally been conservative because of
the impact on his land.”

Andin Cubathe small farmer isno small
potatoes. “ Wehaveabout 250,000 members
and with their familiesthat averagesout to
about a million people working the land,”
she said, “And we are not a non-govern-
mental organization. Wearepart of therevo-
[ution and support it.”

“It isnot a matter of convincing anyone
like American organic farmers sometimes
try todo,” shesaid, “the stateis committed
toecological farming.”

Yesitis, said Juan Jose Leon Vega, the
director of external relationsfor the Agricul -

eat pesky bugs, virus that combat bad vi-
ruses, larvae that kill other pests, and all
manner of natural weaponsto combat what
campesinos universally call “the plague,”
beit animal, virus or fungus.

In some cases the sprays are made up of
dliced up bodies of the pest themselves,
mixed with water sprayed in the often suc-
cessful theory that no species wants to
hangaroundwiththesmell of itsowndead.In
all casesthe stuff is made down the road -
and, if all goes well, at atime when it is
needed locally. When farmer Cirrillo
Rodrequez, 65, has a problem, seven tech-
nically trained membersof thelocal govern-
ment committeeareavailabletotalk tohim.

They know the signs indicating which
“plague” ishitting hisrice, corn, root crops,
pigs, chickens and vegetables, and what
biological products can be applied to help.
He getsthe spraysfrom thelocal CREE.

Castro’ sgovernment has banned the use
of any chemical fertilizers, pesticides and
herbicideswithinthebordersof any Cuban
municipality - to protect the workers, their
familiesand the water they drink.

Thisisnot aninconsiderablefactor. Ac-
cording to minister Leon-Vega there are
exactly 2,600largescaleorganicgardensin
citiesthroughout theisland, 3,600 smaller,
intensivegardens, and 93,948 littleparcels

use very little insecti-
cide, and only where
they absolutely haveto, and then only onthe
areas that absolutely need it, unlike some
places in the United States where they,
whether they admit it or not, use pesticides
by the calendar, whether they need it or not.

“Thefood isnot labeled organic, or certi-

lll(l Il
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fied organic, it just isorganic. And it isnot
atwo-tier market with organicfoodonly for
thosewho canaffordit. Itisorganicfoodfor
everyone.” What arethe chancesof it reach-
ing American shores?Very remote.Oneen-
try tothe American market might havebeen
through setting up ajoint venturewith some
European countriesto produce the biol ogi-
cal pest control solutions.

“We had alot of interested parties, “ said
Dr. EmilioFernandez of the Crop Protection
Institute, “but they were afraid if they did
business with us, their own exports (to the
United States) would be cut off.” So today
it is Cuba. The world tomorrow, and the
United States maybe allittle after that.

Articlereprinted with permissionfromThe
Earth Times, edited for length.. For thefull
text,please see

http://www.earthtimes.org/jul/
environmentcubaproducingjul13_00.htm
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Zapatista Women Occupy Radio Station to Demand Respect for

Women, End to Military Occupation

by Wendy Courtemanche

Amid an intensification of the military
presence surrounding their communities,
8000 Zapatistawomen and their supporters
gathered in San Cristobal de las Casas,
Chiapas on March 8 to celebrate Interna-
tional Women's Day. They traveled from
the remote corners of the state, some brav-
ingal2-hour journey througharegion domi-
nated by soldiersand military checkpoints,
in order to maketheir voices heard.

Two hundred marchers peacefully occu-
piedthegovernment radio stationinorder to
send out their message, calling for respect
for women and an end to the military occu-
pation of their communities, during a one-
hour broadcast. Anindigenouswomanfrom
the jungle explained to her radio listeners,
“Many of us do not know how to read or
write, and for this reason we have come so
you all canlistentous. Wewant you all to
know that wewill not get accustomedtothe
militarization.” Themarchculminatedinthe
Plaza of the Cathedral, where the women
included in their demands the liberation of
thejailed UNAM studentsin Mexico City-
students who have marched together with
the Zapatistasin their common strugglefor
democracy.

In 1994 the Mayan people of Chiapas,
Mexico said “ Enough!” to 500 years of ex-
ploitation, poverty, and repression. The
Mexican government’s response to the
Zapatistademandfor justiceand dignity has
been to send tens of thousands of soldiers
(one-third of theentireM exicanarmy) tothe
region, oneof thepoorestinMexico. These
soldiers, aided by policeand paramilitaries,
havecreated aclimateof violenceandintimi-
dation, and areincreasingly responsiblefor
the destruction of forests and the contami-
nation of lakes and rivers throughout the
countryside. U.S. military assistance to
Mexico, includingtraining of soldiersinthe
infamous School of the Americasand sales
of weapons and equipment, has risen dra-
matically during thissametime period.

This"lowintensity warfare” hasatremen-
dous negative effect on the daily lives of
indigenous women in Chiapas. Dueto the
Army’ spresence, which hasbrought drugs,
prostitution, and threats of rape and harass-
ment into their communities, women (and
men) areoften afraidtoleavetheir villages.
They are unable to gather firewood, tend

Thank you to all

of our SponNsor's

Wewould liketo extend our gratitude to
all those businesses and donors whose
generosity madeit possiblefor ThePrismto
be printed and distributed.

Over the years, many small businesses
and organizations supported the newspa-
per withtheir advertisements, someof which
ranforall or nearly all of theentiretenyears.

Most who advertised did so because in
someway they supported what the newspa-
per stood for—whether that was its status
as an all-volunteer effort, asa community-
oriented publication, or occasionally for the
ideasit represented. Some simply appreci-
ated our comparatively low rates for our
relatively large print run of several thou-
sand, and for itsreliable reader base.

Although there are no advertisementsin
this issue, we urge our regular readers to
either recall or look back to any of our
previous issues and to express your appre-
ciation to those businesses and organiza-
tions and to repay them with either your
business or your support.

Similarly, westrongly thank all thoseindi-
viduals whose checks and donations not
only sustained us but, on occasion, saved
the newspaper from a seemingly imminent
demise. On morethan one occasion apan-
icked plea from the staff to friends and
contactsyielded morethan enoughto allow
ustocontinue. Y our generosity testifiesfor
the willingness of many to support what is
truly important.

Mayan women have found their own ways of organizing to oppose ‘500 years of exploitation,
poverty, and repression.’

their crops, bathe or wash clothes in the
river, or leavetosell their weavingsor to seek
medi cal attention. Thousands, displaced by
the violence, areliving in inadequate, tem-
porary sheltersand suffer from high ratesof
physical and stress-related disorders. This
region hasthe highest rate of infant mortal-
ity in Mexico, with 67% of the population
sufferingfrommalnutrition.

In the face of this harsh and repressive
situation, women are taking a stand and
speaking out. Traditionally oneof themost
marginalized sectorsof society, indigenous
women found in the Zapatista uprising “a
spark, awaking call” which led themto see
that they deserved respect as persons. They
begantocelebrateMarch 8 after theZapatista
uprising, andthey havere-namedit I nterna-
tional Revolutionary Women'sDay. Part of
their inspiration hascomefromtheZapatista
Revolutionary Law of Women, which pro-
motestheright to participatein community
decisions, to obtain education and health
care, andto choose how many childrenthey
want to have. It also givesthemtheright to
choosetheir marriage partner and to befree
from physical abuse.

These are radical concepts for women
who traditionally have been sold into mar-
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riage before the age of 15, “like property”
one of them says, and denied an education
or avoiceintheir own futures. Now indig-
enous women are openly organizing them-
selves. They are major participantsin pro-
tests against the military occupation, often
as the front line in face-to-face confronta-
tionswith soldiers. They areforming coop-
erativesfor their weavingsandactively seek-
ing ways to improve their economic situa-
tion. They now believe that they have the
right to speak and be heard, and to partici-
pate in the construction of ajust society for
themselves and their children.

The Zapatista movement has become a
stimulusfor social change and democracy,
bothwithin Mexico andin other partsof the
world. Their struggle, and especially the
strength and determination of these Mayan
women, has inspired many others to join
together and say “ Bastal Enough!” Interna-
tional support is extremely important for
themin making their voicesheard and their
causeknown. Y ou can help by asking your
legislators to support the current U.S. con-
gressional initiatives promoting peace and
human rightsin Chiapas.

The Zapatista movement has become a
stimulusfor social change and democracy,
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Indigenous women in the Zapatista
communities have been looking to break
through traditional barriersto gender

equality.

bothwithin Mexicoandin other partsof the
world. Their struggle, and especially the
strength and determination of these Mayan
women, has inspired many others to join
together and say “ Bastal Enough!” Interna-
tional support is extremely important for
themin making their voicesheard and their
cause known. One way you can help is by
supporting the work of Cloudforest Initia-
tives. This non-profit, non-governmental
organization supportseffortsfor peace, jus-
tice and sustainable development, includ-
ingabilingual womenseducation project,in
the autonomous Maya communities of
Chiapas.

For moreinformation, contact the Cloud
Forest Initiative  website  at
<www.cloudforest-mexico.org> or call
651-592-4143to request one of their news-
letters.
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