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Book Notes

Presocratics

JAAP MANSFELD

Hermann Diels’ magisterial and still eminently useful edition with introduc-
tion and commentary of Parmenides’ verbatim fragments has been reprinted.1

It is nice to have this hardback next to one’s tattered copy of the 1897 vol-
ume. Burkert’s preface is illuminating (a computer accident, alas, has dis-
turbed the Greek words on p. xiii), and De Cecco’s amplification of the
nineteenth-century bibliography very helpful. We do know that fr. 15a DK,
first published by Pasquali in 1910, is not included, and that Diels in fr. 1 of
this edition (as in the Poetarum philosophorum fragmenta of 1901 and the
earlier editions of the Fragmente der Vorsokratiker) sticks to Sextus’ cento
of what now are frs. 1 + 7.2-5 + 8.1a + 8.1b-2a DK; he defends Sextus’ yumÚw
(ıdo›o), translating ‘lebendiger Weg’. See his commentary, p. 63.

Earlier volumes of S. Mouraviev’s Heraclitea have been presented in this
journal, 45 (2000) 346-7 and 48 (2003) 165-7. Two more volumes have since
been published, viz. the final instalment, more important for Rezeptionsgeschichte
than for Heraclitus himself, of the huge and useful text-collection (for M.’s
presentation of the texts see 45 (2000) 346), as well as a volume with selected
texts, illustrations, and commentary dealing with Heraclitus’ life, death, por-
traits, and book.2 Apart from the CD-Rom added to vol. II.A.3 (the contents,
with corrections, of vols. II.A.1-3), and from the corrections printed vol. II.A.4
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9 A. Hermann, To Think like God. Pythagoras and Parmenides: The Origins of
Philosophy. Las Vegas: Parmenides Publishing 2005 (distributed by The University of
Chicago Press), pp. xxx, 374. Hardback, $ 32.00, £ 22.50. ISBN 193072-00-8.

wholly lost. ‘Protagoras wanted to burn Plato’s [sic] and Democritus’ works’
(p. 101 plus p. 178 n. 35), but the ancient sources refer to the burning of
Protagoras’ works. Scholars today believe the Greater World-Ordering to be
by Leucippus and the Lesser by Democritus, but ‘the exact opposite was true
in the ancient world’ with the exception of Theophrastus (p. 105, referring to
Diogenes and to Antisthenes quoted by Diogenes, and n. 45). But Diogenes
cites sources for Democritus’ authorship of either work, and it is not at all
clear what he thought himself. The contention that the travels in the biogra-
phies (also) derive from the titles Greater and/or Lesser World-Ordering, for
one cannot write such a work ‘unless one has traveled that world’ (p. 105),
is a fine example of Ch.’s interpretative force. The famous verbatim fragment
on the conventional nature of sense-data quoted by Galen and Sextus (frs. 125
and 9) is attributed to the biographers, who ‘transform’ Democritus’ doctrine
‘into concrete form’ (p. 119). At D.L. 9.38 fantas¤aw is over-translated ‘ghosts’
(p. 124).

In the ‘Conclusion’ (pp. 141-5) Ch. affirms that the biographers were quite
familiar with the writings of their biographees, and so should not be neglected
as sources for their thought; this, it is argued, is studying Presocratics in con-
text. But since (on Ch.’s hypothesis) the remains of these works enable one
to identify biographical ingredients that in some way or other derive from
them, one wonders to what extent our information about what the philoso-
phers actually said, or meant, is enhanced by this approach.

Early Pythagoreanism and Parmenides are the subject of a major and schol-
arly new study.9 I received a copy via Phronesis; a second one was sent to
me by author and publisher, with a most flattering dedication by the author
which prevents me from providing a critical presentation here. The book
comes with undiluted though not always mutually consistent eulogies by a
constellation of scholars on its back cover. Burkert, McKirahan, Cordero (who
tends to find his own Parmenides here), and Curd emphasize Hermann’s
knowledge of the ancient sources and his careful and useful reporting and
evaluation of the positions adopted in the huge secondary literature: his ambi-
tious and original interpretation of Parmenides, locating the arguments and
proofs against the backdrop of law-giving and the law-courts, is epistemo-
logical not metaphysical, and he makes a good case for the incompatibility
of the approaches demanded by thinking on the one hand and the world on
the other.
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