BT7-1281-1M-L

JOURNAL

OF THE

SENATE OF TEXAS

BEING THR

First Called Session

OF THE




8 SENATE JOURNAL.

Messages from the Governor.

The Chair recognized the Door-
keeper, wWho introduced a messenger
from the Governor with the follow-
{ng messages: .
To the Senate, 42nd Legislature,
Capitol.

Gentlemen:

I hand you herewith a list of
names of persons whom I have ap-
pointed as emergency notaries pub-
lic, subject to your confirmation.

Very truly yours,

R. S. STERLING, Governor.

Referred to Committee on Gov-
ernor’'s nominations.

Existing laws are inadequate to
carry out the conservation clause of
the State Constitution, and in conse-
quence the State is suffering griev-
ously. The oil industry, one of the
State’s principal scurces of wealth,

is demoralized and tottering on its
foundations; thousands of people, di-

rectly dependent upon the industry,
are going bankrupt; hundreds of
thousands, perhaps millions, of
veners are feeling the effects indr
rectly; and the State itself is losing
millions of dollars annually in re-
duced gross production tax receipts
—all due to the wanton release and
waste of o0il and gas which nature
has been storing up for thousands of

years in the terrane ands
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. The soil is the basic natural re-
source of the State, and it is being
depleted so rapidly -that unless re-
medial steps are taken, the heirs to
our agricultural lands a few genera-
tions hence will find them a worn-
out, unproductive legacy. Such al-
ready has proved the case in other
states where the lands have been cul-
tivated longer, without adequate at-
tention to conservation.

The public waters, too, are becom-
ing more and more important as a
natural resource, as the state grows.
More and more they are coming into
demand for power, irrigation and
municipal use. While we have a
Water Board for their conservation,
we should look well to keeping our
facilities abreast of the changing re-
quirements of the times, lest we fail
to realize the full public benefits of
our waters.

Much study and consultation has
strengthened my belief that conser-
vation of our natural resources could
hest be achieved through a unified
program of effort for conserving all
natural resources. And so I com-
Mend this idea to your earnest con-
sideration, confident of your wis-
dom to work out a constructive plan
that will meet the emergency, give
effect to the Constitution, and safe-
guard the State’s interest in its nat-
ural properties, now and in the fu-
ture,

Respectfully submitted,
(Signed) R. 8. STERLING,
Governor.
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Messages from the Governor.

The Chair recognized the Door-
keeper, who introduced a messenger
from the Governor with the follow-
ing messages:

Executive Office,

Austin, Texas, August 3, 1931.

To the Forty-second Legislature:
The revenues of  this State have
been seriously depleted because of
the low prices of oil since our pro-
duction tax is based on two per cent
of the value of the oil produced. Un-
less the Legislature takes some nec-
essary steps, it will result in a very
much lower income to the State from
this source than in years gone by.
I think that you 'should amend this
law to provide there should be

eral Court, composed of Circuit
Judge Hutchison, and District Judgeg
Bryant and West, has given us in
the case of McMillan vs. Railroad
Commigsion our first written opinion
construing these laws. This was one
of the cases involving the validity of
our conservation 'laws and of the
orders of the Railroad Commission,
Therein the validity of the laws was
before the court, and it had the op-
portunity to pass upon the question

'as to whether they were constitu-

tional- or unconstitutional. At the
time the opinion was written, the
court, knowing that the Legislature
was in session, it may reasonably be
assumed that if the court had-
thought the laws were invalid, would
have held so as to give this Legisla-
AL, ODPOLL, 'tzj; Q" 3
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Message From the Governor.

The Chair recognized the Door-
keeper, who introduced a messenger
from the Governor with the following
messages:

Executive Office,

Austin, Texas, August 6, 1931.
To the Members of the Forty-second

Legislature:

By reason of the scores of cases
now pending in the District Courts
of Travis County, Texas, in which the
State of Texas is a party, and by
reason of the fact that our present
local district courts are wholly un-
able to reach and dispose of these
cases, I feel that Travis County is in
urgent need of an additional district
court,

In order to meet the emergencies
existing in Travis County I hereby
submit to the Legislature as an emer-
gency matter the subject of the crea-
tion of an additional district court
in and for Travis County, and hand
you herewith a suggested measure
which has been drawn and presented
to me with the request that I sub-
mit it to your body for your action.

Respectfully submitted,
. R. S. STERLING, Governor.

Executive Office,

Austin, Texas, August 6, 1931.
To the Members of the Forty-second

Legislature:

Owing to the vast amount of liti-
gation created and pending in Gregg
County, Texas, by reason of the oil
field development, I feel that this

‘I hand you herewith a suggested
measure amending Articles 2256,
Chapter 12, Title 42 of the Revised
Statutes of Texas of 1925.

I understand that confusion now
exists under the present law and
that the attached bill, if passed, will
remedy the situation.

Feeling that an emergency exists
in this regard I hereby submit for
your consideration the attached bill
arnd the subject therein mentioned.

Respectfully submitted.
R. 8. STERLING, Governor.

Executive Office,
Austin, Texas, August 6, 1931,
To the Members of the Forty-second
Legislature:

By reason of a recent decision of
the Supreme Court of Texas, on a
case involving the question of free
tuition of pupils in common and in-
dependent school districts, I under-
stand thousands of boys and girls in
Texas will no doubt be deprived of
free tuition and schooling for the
coming,school year.

The attached proposed measure
has been drawn with the purpose of
correcting the situation, and I have
been urged by many of our citizens
to submit it to you for immediate
attention.

‘Realizing the emergency which ex-
ists, and feeling that each and every
boy and girl within the scholastic
ages should be privileged to attend
our public free schools, I hereby sub-
mit the attached proposed measure

and the subject therein contained for
« " ks
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. Messages from the Governor.

The Chair recognized the Door-
keeper, who introduced a messenger
from the Governor with the following
messages:

Executive Office,

for only five members. The attached
bill seeks to increase the member-
ship of this board to six members in
order to meet the constitutional ques-
tion which has been raised.

‘I, therefore, hereby submit the
attached proposed measure and the
subject therein contained as an emer-

S ~3 3
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two thousand (32,000) and not more
than seventy-five thousand (75,000)
inhabitants according to the last.pre-
ceding Federal Census.

(3) The enactment of a law
amending Section 1 of Chapter 129
of the General Laws of the State of
Texas enacted by the Regular Ses-
gion of the Forty-first Legislature so
as to provide that the Centennial
Committee therein created shall be
composed of twenty-one (21) mem-
bers instead of nine (9) members
and providing for their appointment.

Respectfully submitted, :

R. 8. STERLING,
Governor.

Executive Office,
Austin, Texas, August 7, 1931,
To the Members of the Forty-second
Legislature:
I hereby submit for your consid-

eration the following subjects, to-
wit:

(1) Legislation validating issues
of funding or refunding notes, bonds,
warrants, time warrants and treas-
-ury warrants heretofore issued or
_authorized to be issued by any coun-
.ties, ¢ities or towns in Texas.

-(2) Legislation authorizing the as-
signment and transfer of any tax
liens levied by the State of Texas
and/or any county, municipality,
school district or any other political
subdivision of the State and provid-
ing for the issuance of tax certifi-
cates evidencing the transferred tax
obligation, providing means for the
collection of such tax certificates, the
rate of interest for such obligations,
the time of payment, the time for
filing and filing fees.

Respectfully submitted,

R. S. STERLING,
Governor.

Executive Office,

Austin, Texas, August 7, 1931.
To the Members of the Forty-second

Legislature:

Under the provisions of the Con-
stitution and laws of the TUnited
States and of the State of Texas re-
lating to apportionment of the states’
congressional representation Texas is
now entitled to an increase in the
number of Representatives, in the
Congress, according to the last enu-
merated census.

I, therefore, hereby submit for
your consideration and attention the

subject of redistricting the State of
Texas as to its congressional repre-
sentative districts.
Respectfully,
R. S. STERLING,
Governor.
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Messages From the Governor.

The Chair recognized the Door-
keeper, who introduced a messenger
from the Governor with the follow-
ing messages:

Executive Office,

Austin, Texas, August 10, 1931.
To the Members of the Forty-sec-

ond Legislature:

I hereby submit the following sub-
jects for your consideration, viz:

(1) To amend our insurance
laws so as to provide that licenses
for life insurance agents will not be
renewed each year, thus making the
same provision for life insurance
agents as the Regular Session of the
Legislature made for all other insur-
ance agents and saving the State sev-
eral thousand dollars per year in un-
necessary expense.

(2) To provide that all warrants

drawn upon the State Treasury, and
rot »naid for lack of funds, shall draw

interest from and after the date of

such refusal of payment until the

date upon which they are called for
o Q

DIXTAN th

PASIITE

may hereafter be conveyed to the
United States of America for navi-
gation purposes, so long as such
lands shall be used by the United

States of America for navigation
purposes.
Respectfully submitted, ‘

R. S. STERLING, Governor.
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Message from the Governor.

The Charr recognized the Door-
keeper, who introduced a meéessenger
from the Govern.r with ine Mliow-
ing message:

Executive Office,

Austin, Texas, August 12, 1931,
To the Members of the Senate of the

Forty-second Legislature:

Subject to your confirmation I-
have re-appointed Honorable James
Shaw as State Banking Commissioner
for the next ensuing statutory term.

Respectfully submitted,
R. S. STERLING, Governor.

Read and referred to Committee
on Governor’s Nominations.

Executive Office,

Austin, Texas, August 12, 1931,
To the Forty-second Legisiature:

I understand that a bill has been
passed in the House amending Ar-
ticle 2350, Revised Civil Statutes of
1925, as amended by Chapter 290
of the Regular Session of the
Fortieth Legislature, as amended by
Chapter 46 of the First Called Ses-
sion of the Fortieth Legislature. I
am informed further that point of
order has been sustained in the Sen-
ate against the passage of this bill
for lack of my submitting the sub-
ject.

At the special instance and request
of the legislators from the district
affected by this bill, I hereby submit
this subject to you for your consid-
eration.

Respectfully submitted
R. S. STERLING, Governor.
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