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Honorable Bill Clayton 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 

Sir: I am directed by the Senate to inform the House that the Senate has 
concurred in House amendments to SB 1 by: 22 yeas, 7 nays. 

Respectful! y, 
Betty King 
Secretary of the Senate 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 

The Speaker laid before the House and had read the following message 
from the Governor: 

To the Members of the 65th Legislature, First Called Session: 

Pursuant to Proclamation 41-1632, Section 2, issued by me on the 8th day of 
July, 1977, I hereby submit as an additional subject for consideration in the First 
Called Session, and ask the enactment of legislation: 

1. authorizing the Governor to determine the need for a public deepwater port 
if a private facility is not built, the creation, administration, powers and duties 
of the Texas Deepwater Port Authority; preserving Texas' claim to its tidelands 
and coastline; and for only the purposes herein expressed and providing for 
repayment of said appropriation; 
2. authorizing the participation in the National Flood. Insurance Program; 
3. pertaining to assets and liabilities of an abolished state agency or advisory 
committee pursuant to Senate Bill No. 54, Acts of the 65th Legislature, Regular 
Session, 1977. including: 

a. provision for the designation by the Governor of an appropriate state 
agency to carry out covenants contained in bonds and the proceedings authoriz­
ing such bonds outstanding on the date of abolition of any state agency and to 
provide payment of such bonds from the sources provided in such bonds in 
accordance with their terms; 

b. provision assuring holders of bonds outstanding on the date of abolition 
of any agency issuing such bonds of the intention of the Legislature that the pay­
ment of such bonds in accordance with the terms of such bonds not be impaired 
or impeded. and that such bonds remain valid and enforceable in accordance 
with their terms and the laws and proceedings authorizing such bonds notwith­
standing abolition of the agency which issued the bonds, and 

c. provision for transfer of property, and records, to the appropriate state 
agency designated hy the Governor and provision for retention of funds by the 
State Treasurer or previously designated trustees. if so provided in the proceed­
ings authorizing such bonds. and if not so provided, then provision for transfer 
of such funds to the designated state agency. 

Issued on July 15, 1977, at 3:30p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Dolph Briscoe 
Governor of Texas 
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By J. Wilson: 

HCR 14 

WHEREAS, The Deepwater Port Procedures Act, enacted in 1975, pro­
vided procedures whereby an applicant might be permitted by the State of Texas 
to construct a deepwater port facility pursuant to the federal Deepwater Port 
Act of 1974; and 

WHEREAS, No application to construct a deepwater port has been 
received by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, as provided by the 
Deepwater Port Procedures Act; and 

WHEREAS, It appears that no substantial progress is being made toward 
the construction of a deepwater port facility off the coast of Texas, as provided 
by the Deepwater Port Procedures Act; and 

WHEREAS, Without a deepwater port facility, the Texas refinery industry 
is at a competitive disadvantage, and the economy of the State of Texas will 
suffer; now, therefore be it 

RESOLVED by the House of Representatives of the State of Texas, the 
Senate concurring, That the 65th Legislature hereby expresses its desire that 
appropriate steps be taken to insure that construction of deepwater port facility 
be commenced without further delay; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the legislature hereby expresses its intention to provide 
for a public body to finance and construct a deepwater port facility if it deter· 
mines insufficient progress toward the construction of a facility has been made 
by the convening of the 66th Legislature. 

Representative J. Wilson moved that consideration of HCR 14 be post· 
poned until 2:45 p.m. today. 

The motion prevailed without objection. 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 

The Speaker laid before the House and had read the following message 
from the Governor: 

To the Members of the 65th Legislature, First Called Session: 

Pursuant to Proclamation 4!-1632, Section 2, issued by me on the 8th day of 
July, 1977, I hereby submit as an additional subject for consideration in the First 
Called Session, and ask the enactment of legislation pertaining to nursing and 
convalescent homes and to the protection of elderly persons resident therein, 
including: 

a. strengthening licensing requirements for nursing and convalescent 
homes facilities; 

b. unannounced inspections of licensed facilities; 
c. periodic open hearings in licensed facilities; 
d. providing for additional temporary restraining order and injunctive 

relief against noncomplying facilities; 
e. additional economic sanctions against noncomplying facilities; 
f. transfer of medical functions and quality of care to the Texas Depart­

ment of Health; 
g. increase in criminal penalties for those who abuse or neglect elderly 

persons in licensed facilities; 



July 15, 1977 HOUSE JOURNAL 195 

h. protective services for elderly persons and other persons who may be 
patients in nursing or convalescent homes. 

Issued on July 15, 1977, at 1:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Dolph Briscoe 
Governor of Texas 

HOUSE BILL ON HRST READING 

By unanimous consent, the following House bill was today laid before the 
House, read first time and referred to committee: 

By Ezzell, E. Martin, Willis, and Blythe: 
HB 9, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to the regulation of nursing and 

convalescent homes and to the protection of elderly persons; providing penal­
ties; amending Sections 4, 7, 9, 10, II, and 12 of, and adding Section 6A to, 
Chapter 413, Acts of the 53rd Legislature, Regular Session, 1953, as amended 
(Article 4442c, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes); amending Title 20A, Revised 
Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925, as amended by adding Article 695j-2; amending 
Subsection (b) and adding Subsections (c) and (d) to Section 22.01, Penal Code. 

To Committee on Health and Welfare. 

HSR 8 - FAIL@ OF ADOPTION 

Representative Smothers moved that all necessary rules be suspended to 
take up and consider at this time, HSR 8. 

The motion prevailed without objection. 

The Speaker laid before the House the following resolution: 

By Smothers: 

HSR 8 

WHEREAS, The media in all of its fonns is in a uniquely advantageous 
position to initiate and encourage affirmative action in equal opportunity for all 
citizens, and its failure to do so is tantamount to a violation of the public trust 
bestowed on the representatives of the media; and 

WHEREAS, The media has an obligation not only to examine and criticize 
social injustices but also to exemplify and take the lead in social change instead 
of perpetuating the very social ills against which they so vigorously pontificate; 
and 

WHEREAS, The lack of ethnic minority representation among the media 
correspondents covering the capitol is deplorable and a blatant contradiction of 
their endorsement of affirlnative action and minority representation in the legis­
lature: they are tilting at the very windmills which mill their chaff; now, there­
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives of the 65th Legislature, 
First Called Session, hereby express disappointment in the media services which 
provide coverage of the legislative process and urge them to take steps to 
integrate the ranks of capitol correspondents. 
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