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Wikipedia and Debian
● Collaborative project to build 

a free encyclopedia
● Free culture movement
● Est. 2001
● Primarily volunteer 

contributors
● 6.5m articles

● Collaborative project to build 
a universal operating system

● Free software movement
● Est. 1993
● Mix of volunteers and paid 

contributors
● 35,000 packages



  

What is a Linux distro?
● An operating system built on the Linux kernel
● Has some kind of app store (“packages”)
● Different distros target different audiences. Some are for 

desktops or embedded or servers.
● Hundreds of distros, many are forks or derivatives of 

another distro
● E.g. Fedora, Ubuntu, Mint, Red Hat, Arch



  

Do you use Debian?
● Yes! All Wikimedia servers run Debian
● Debian is also a very popular distro for servers, 

best known for its stable releases
● It’s very aligned with the Wikimedia ethos



  

Openess
● Anyone can contribute to Debian through bug 

reports and patches
● Only uploading packages requires 

permissions/vetting
● Everything but security issues handled publicly
● Enshrined in Debian Social Contract



  

Power structure
● Debian Project Leader elected every year, 

primarily a coordination and process role
● Project-wide votes (“General Resolutions”) to 

determine controversial issues
● Each package is maintained by a single 

developer or designated group



  

Power structure



  

Ownership
● Maintainer has full control over a package
● Can be overruled by Technical Committee or via 

project-wide GR
● Yes, people do “own” pages on Wikipedia 

despite it being forbidden by policy
● Do-ocracy!



  

Ownership



  

How does Wikimedia use Debian?
● All servers use Debian
● All containers are based on Debian
● Mostly use packages from Debian, unmodified. 

For some key packages like PHP or MariaDB, 
we build our own on apt.wikimedia.org.



  

Okay, but why?
● Debian releases are supported for 3 years, plus 2 

more years of “long-term support”
● Relatively stable, changes don’t suddenly happen 

underneath you, nor do you fall behind quickly
● Debian main is 100% free software
● Openness allows Wikimedians to ensure their input 

and needs are appropriately considered



  

Debian has a wide reach
● Lots of derivatives, 

like Ubuntu, Raspbian
● Packages end up 

there without any 
extra work



  

How do we contribute back?
● Bug reports!



  

How do we contribute back?



  

How do we contribute back?



  

How do we contribute back?
● Bug reports!
● Pre-release testing



  

How do we contribute back?



  

How do we contribute back?
● Bug reports!
● Pre-release testing
● mirrors.wikimedia.org



  

How do we contribute back?
● Bug reports!
● Pre-release testing
● mirrors.wikimedia.org
● Package maintainership



  

How do we contribute back?



  

How to contribute to Debian?
● Run Debian! Especially w/ MediaWiki, you can 

find bugs before it hits production
● Lurk in IRC channels, provide user support
● Report bugs, write documentation, translate 

software, and more!
● https://www.debian.org/intro/help

https://www.debian.org/intro/help


  

Thanks!
● Email: legoktm@debian.org
● IRC: legoktm on irc.{libera.chat,oftc.net}
● Matrix: @legoktm:matrix.org
● Fediverse: @legoktm@wikis.world

mailto:legoktm@debian.org
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