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S. Brainard’s Sons Co.
(1890)

John Harrison Tenney (1840-1918) was born in Rowley, Massachusetts. His father was a choir
director and his mother was the leading soprano in her husband’s choir. He was named after President
William Henry Harrison, being born just after the presidential campaign of “Tippecanoe and Tyler, too.”
By age 8, his parents had taught him to sight-read music. He attended singing school and developed a
pastime of composing tunes to well-known hymn texts. He studied his father’s books and taught himself
the principles of harmony. He subscribed to the periodical “The Musical Pioneer” and consumed its
contents. He began to submit items to the paper, and many were accepted for publication. He became a
deacon and organist in the Congregational Church in Linebrook, Massachusetts. He edited or was
associate editor of over 30 books, and contributed to hundreds more. He was a prolific composer of
music for Sunday schools, churches, singing schools and choral societies.



Better ’tis to laugh than cry,

Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha;

No one yet dare that deny,

Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha;

So remember boys and girls,

Be not sober whining churls,

Laugh and shake your sides and curls,
Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha.

Laugh, they say, will make folks fat,
Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha;

We are not disputing that,

Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha;

But we know ’twill banish care,

It will make life seem more fair,
Laugh at home and everywhere,

Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha.

Nature says that we must laugh,
Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha,

’Tis of life the better half,

Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha;

Laughing boys are seldom bad,
Laughing girls are never sad,
Laugh, then, when a chance is had,
Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha.
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