





William Byrd (c.1540-1623)

O quam suavis est

Cantus primus
[Alto]

Contratenor
[Tenor]

Tenor
[Tenor]

Bassus
[Bass]





[ {  
O


quam


su


a

 
- vis


- est


Do

     
mi


- - - -

[ { 
 

O

 
quam


su


a


-


vis


- est


Do

 
mi


- ne,


-

[ {   
O

 
quam


su


a


-


vis


- est


Do

    
mi


- -^ {      

O

 
quam



10




ne,


-


su


a

 
- vis


- est,


su


a


-


vis


- est



 
su


a

 
- vis


- est


Do


mi


- ne,


- su


a


-


vis


- est,


Do

     
mi


- - - -

 ne,


-


su


a

 
- vis


- est


Do

 
mi


- ne,


-

   
su


-


su


a


-


vis


- est


Do

   
mi


- ne,


- su


a

 
-

  
vis


- - est








Do

      
mi


- - - ne,


-


spi

 
ri


- tus


- tu


us,


- -


spi


-

 ne,


- Do

     
mi


- - - - ne,


-


spi

 
ri


- tus


- tu

 
us,


-

 a

 
- vis


- est


Do

    
mi


- ne,


- spi

 
ri


- tus


- tu

   
us,


- - spi

 
ri


- -


Do

 
mi


- ne,


-


spi

 
ri


- tus


- tu

  
us,


- -



© David Fraser 2009

20



 
ri


- tus


- tu







 
di


- nem


- tu

        
am,


- - - -


in


fi

 
li


- os


- de


-

 am,


-


ut


dul


ce

 
- di


- nem


- tu


am,


- in


fi


li


- os


- de

 
mon


- stra


- -

 am,


- ut


dul


ce


-


di


- nem


- tu


am,


-


in


fi

 
li


- os,


- in

 
fi


-


ut


dul


ce


-


di


- nem


- tu


am,


- in


fi

 
li


- os


-

30



 
mon


- stra

 
-

     
res,


- - - -

 
pa


-


   

res,


- - -


pa


ne


- su

 
a


- vis


-

  
si


- - mo,


-

 
li


- os


-


de

 
mon


- stra


- res,


-


pa



40



   
lo,


- de


cœ
   

lo,


- - -


præ

   
sti


- - -

 
de


cœ

       
lo,


- - - præ

   
sti


- to,


- præ


sti


- -

    
lo,


- de


cœ

   
lo,

  
- - præ

   
sti


- to,


- præ

   
sti


- -


cœ

           
lo,


- - - - -


præ

     
sti


- - - to,


-






to,


- præ

 
sti


- - to,


-


e


su

 
- ri


- en


- tes,


-


e


su

 
- ri


- -

 to,


- præ

       
sti- - -

   
to,


-


e


su

 
- ri


- en


-

   
tes,


- -



 to,


-


præ
   

sti


- to,


- e


su

 
- ri


- en


- tes,


-

 
e


-

 
præ
     

sti


- - to,


-

   
e


su

 
- ri


- -

50




en


- tes,


-


e


su

 
- ri


- en


- tes,


-


e


su

 
- ri- en

 
-


tes


-

  
e


su

 
- ri


- en


-

      
tes


- - - re

 
ples


- bo

 
-

 su

 
- ri


- en


- tes,


-


e


su

 
- ri


- en


- tes


- re

 
ples


- bo

 
-


en


- tes,


- e


su

 
- ri


- en


- tes


-

 
re


-





  
re

 
ples


- bo

 
nis,


-


re
 

ples


- bo

 
nis,


-


fa


-

 nis,


- bo

     
nis,


- - re

 
ples


- bo

     
nis,


-

 
fa


sti


- di


- o


- sos


-

 nis,


- bo

 
nis,


-


re


ples


- bo

    
nis,


- - -



 
ples


- bo

 
nis,


-


re

 
ples


- bo

 
nis,


-


fa


sti


- di


- -

3



60




sti


- di


- o


- sos


- di

 
vi


- tes,


- di

 
vi


- tes,


-


fa


sti


- di


- o


- sos


-

 di

 
vi


- tes,


-


fa


sti


- di


- o

 
- sos


- di

      
vi


- - - tes,


-

 
fa


sti


- di


- o


- sos,


-


fa


sti


- di


- o


- sos


- di

 
vi


- tes,


-


o


- sos,


-


fa


sti


- di


- o


- sos,


- di

   
vi


- - tes,

 
- fa


sti


- di


- -






di

          
vi


- - - - tes,


-

  
di


-

 di

  
vi


- - - tes,


- di


mit


- tens


- in


a


-

 
nes,


- - -

 di

      
vi


- - - - tes,


- di


vi


- tes,


-


di


mit


- tens


- in


a


-


-


o


- sos


- di

   
vi


- - tes,


-


di


mit


- tens


- in


a


-


nes,


- in


a


- -






mit


- tens


- in


a


-


nes,


-


di


mit


- tens


- in


a


-


nes,


- di


mit


- tens


- in


-

 
di


mit


- tens


- in


a

 
-

   
nes,


- - in


a


- nes,


- di


mit


- tens


- in


a

 
-

 
-

     
nes,


- in


a


-

    
nes,


- -


di


mit


- tens


- in


a


- nes,


- in


-

  
nes,


-

 
di


mit


- tens


- in


a


-


nes,


-



70




a

 
-

 
nes,


- -


di


mit


- tens


- in


a


- nes,

 
- in


a


- nes,


-

 nes,


-


di


mit


- tens


- in


a

 
-

 
nes,


- - in


a

 
-

     
nes,


- - - in


-

 a

 
-

 
nes,


-

  
di


mit


- tens


- in


a

 
-

 
nes,


- - - in


-

 
di


mit


- tens


- in


a


-


nes,


-

 
di


mit


- tens


- in


-

4



Part of my complete edition of the published vocal works of William Byrd made available through the Choral Public Domain Library (http://www.cpdl.org).
For general editorial notes, please visit my user page at http://www.cpdl.org/wiki/index.php/User:DaveF.
All scores are made freely available according to the CPDL Licence for downloading, printing, performing and recording.  No further conditions are
or can be attached, although it’s always good to hear of any performances.
Please do not, without consulting me, make copies of my scores available through other websites - there’s no need, first of all, as CPDL is always here,
and secondly by doing so you put these editions beyond my control and so will miss out on any updates and revisions.





 
di


mit


- tens


- in


a

 
-

          
nes.


- - - - - - - -

 a


-

  
nes,


- -


in


a


-


nes.


- - - -

 a
 

-


nes,


-


di


mit


- tens


- in


a


-

  
nes.


- - -


a

Source: William Byrd: Gradualia, seu cantionum sacrarum... Liber secundus (1st edition, 1607, 2nd edition, 1610), no.18.
Liturgical function: Magnificat antiphon, 1st Vespers, Corpus Christi.

II.29-30: vis  si   mo 
II.60-61: di  vi  tes   
II.66-67, 69: mit   tens  in 

O how sweet is thy spirit, O Lord, who, to show thy loving-kindness to thy children, dost feed them with that sweetest bread
which came down from heaven; filling the hungry with good things, and sending the rich and disdainful empty away.
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