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This fact sheet describes the voluntary Standards Version Advancement Process (SVAP) available to health
IT developers participating in the ONC Health IT Certification Program (Certification Program). This
resource assists Certified Health IT developers in understanding SVAP and their responsibilities if they
choose to leverage this flexibility.

What is SVAP?

The ONC Cures Act Final Rule (Final Rule) established the voluntary

Standards Version Advancement Process (SVAP) flexibility as part of

the Real World Testing Condition and Maintenance of Certification

(45 CFR 170.405) required by the 21st Century Cures Act. SVAP allows

Certified Health IT developers participating in the Certification

Program to voluntarily update their Health IT Modules and to provide

these approved newer versions of standards to customers prior to After reviewing this fact sheet,
their adoption in regulation so long as certain conditions are met. readers will understand:

«  Whatis SVAP

SVAP allows for advanced versions of standards to be approved for

use under the Certification Program in a more timely and flexible «  What are the Approved
manner than is possible for new versions of standards that are Standards for 2023
adopted through ONC rulemaking. It also gives Certified Health IT e e SAE

developers the ability to conduct ongoing maintenance on their
certified health IT to incorporate these new and more advanced
standard versions, which is essential to supporting interoperability in
the real world.

«  Where to find additional
SVAP information

The process to identify, approve, and make available newer versions of standards takes place on an annual cycle
to keep pace with the industry’s standards development efforts. Working with stakeholders and providing ample
notice, ONC’s collaborative public comment process seeks feedback each year on newer versions of eligible
standards that are also ready for adoption in the Certification Program through the SVAP. For more information
on the SVAP public comment process, please visit https://www.healthit.gov/isa/standards-version-advancement-

process.

@ Approved SVAP versions are announced in June each year and become effective for
</ \P Certification Program use after a 60-day period in August of that year.
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https://www.healthit.gov/topic/standards-version-advancement-process-svap
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/certification-ehrs/real-world-testing
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-45/subtitle-A/subchapter-D/part-170/subpart-D/section-170.405
https://www.healthit.gov/isa/standards-version-advancement-process
https://www.healthit.gov/isa/standards-version-advancement-process
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Approved Standards for 2023

The SVAP flexibility is limited to the standards adopted in the certification criteria that meet the Real World Testing
Condition and Maintenance of Certification requirement. As part of ONC’s review and assessment of the 2022 SVAP
Cycle public comments, the newer versions of adopted standards listed in the table below have been approved for
use in the Certification Program.

Certification Criteria(on) leitgléli:;gi?n

2023 Approved Regulatory

SVAP Standard Standard Version

§ 170.315(b)(1) - Transitions of care

§ 170.315(b)(2) - Clinical information
reconciliation and incorporation

§170.315(e)(1) - View, download,

United States Core Data e TSI D Sie] PEay

for Interoperability

United States Core Data for

Ushldesons,  Vlecpesbiso) o omodsie mamisente ooz
October 2022 Errata o=l P nag
case reporting;
§ 170.315(g)(9) - Application access -
all data request
§ 170.315(g)(10) - Standardized API
for patient and population services
HL7® FHIR® US Core HL7® FHIR® US Core .
Implementation Guide Implementation Guide STU foimiil;(f;(:g) _()Stz[‘ai?g:lzs?\/?;ls §170.215(a)(2)
STU 6.1.0, June 30,2023 3.1.1, August 8, 2020 P pop
§ 170.315(b)(1) - Transitions of care
rcoarz SO Gl ot
Implementation Guide: HL7® CDA R2 Implementation P
C-CDA Templates for Guide: C-CDA Templates
Clinical Notes R2.1 for Clinical Notes R2.1 # s ) - Carsplet § 170.205(a)(5)
Companion Guide, Companion Guide, Release .
Release 4.1.0-US Realm, 2-US Realm, October 2019 Z;;(irzlnss(:'zl(tllo \élrzw,adr?wnload,
June 302023 party

§ 170.315(g)(9) - Application access -
all data request
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https://www.healthit.gov/isa/sites/isa/files/2022-10/USCDI-Version-3-October-2022-Errata-Final.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/isa/sites/isa/files/2022-10/USCDI-Version-3-October-2022-Errata-Final.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/isa/sites/isa/files/2022-10/USCDI-Version-3-October-2022-Errata-Final.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/isa/sites/isa/files/2022-10/USCDI-Version-3-October-2022-Errata-Final.pdf
http://hl7.org/fhir/us/core/
http://hl7.org/fhir/us/core/
http://hl7.org/fhir/us/core/
https://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=447
https://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=447
https://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=447
https://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=447
https://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=447
https://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=447
https://www.hl7.org/implement/standards/product_brief.cfm?product_id=447
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2023 Approv R r e e A R r
S?IA:; S':z?n?ia?’g Sta n?igal:zla\tlgr)s,ion Certification Criteria(on) Teitg léli:;gign
HL7 CDA® R2
Implementation Guide: HL7 CDA® R2 Implementation § 170.315(c)(1) - Clinical quality
Quality Reporting Guide: Quality Reporting measures (CQMs) — record and
Document Architecture Document Architecture - export
- Category | (QRDAI); Category | (QRDA I); Release §170.205(h)(2)
Release 1, STU Release 5.3 1, DSTU Release 3 (US Realm), § 170.315(c)(2) - Clinical quality
with errata (US Realm), Volume 1 - Introductory measures (CQMs) — import and
Volume 1 - Introductory Material, June 2015 calculate

Material, December 2022

CMS Implementation

Guide for Quality CMS Implementation Guide

Reporting Document for Quality Reporting

Architecture: Document Architecture: § 170.315(c)(3) - Clinical quality § 170.205(h)(3)
Category I; Hospital Category I; Hospital Quality measures (CQMs) — report ’

Quality Reporting; Reporting; Implementation

Implementation Guide Guide for 2020

for 2023

CMS Implementation

Guide for Quality CMS Implementation Guide

Reporting Document for Quality Reporting

Architecture: Document Architecture: - .

Category Ill; Eligible Category Ill; Eligible Clinicians iﬁlezos'jrl:s(c(z:(g)l\;lsc)li]f:;gia“ty §170.205(k)(3)
Clinicians and Eligible and Eligible Professionals

Professionals Programs; Programs; Implementation

Implementation Guide Guide for 2020

for 2023

Certified Health IT developers can begin voluntarily incorporating these standard versions on

September 11, 2023.

These are the standards that have been approved for the 2023 SVAP cycle. Several standards that were included as
2023 Approved SVAP Versions have been incorporated by reference in regulation as of March 11, 2024, the effective
date of the Health Data, Technology, and Interoperability: Certification Program Updates, Algorithm Transparency,
and Information Sharing (HTI-1) Final Rule. These standards are no longer available for certification through the
SVAP process. Health IT Modules that have already updated to these standards via SVAP will not need to update
their standard versions again as part of HTI-1 Final Rule revisions, but may have other required updates for their
certified criteria for health IT. Please contact your ONC Authorized Certification Body (ONC-ACB) for information on
the update requirements related to HTI-1 Final Rule. For a complete list of all SVAP approved standards that can be
used in the Certification Program, see the ONC Health IT Certification Program SVAP page.

Additionally, the SVAP approved standard of HL7® FHIR® US Core Implementation Guide STU 4.0.0, June 2021

will continue to remain available for certification via SVAP while the United States Core Data for Interoperability
(USCDI), Version 1, July 2020 Errata remains available for use in the Certification Program as a standard adopted in
regulation until it expires on January 1, 2026, as outlined in the (HTI-1) Final Rule.
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https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/QRDA-HQR-2023-CMS-IG-v1.508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/2023-CMS-QRDA-III-Eligible-Clinicians-IG-v1.1-508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/2023-CMS-QRDA-III-Eligible-Clinicians-IG-v1.1-508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/2023-CMS-QRDA-III-Eligible-Clinicians-IG-v1.1-508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/2023-CMS-QRDA-III-Eligible-Clinicians-IG-v1.1-508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/2023-CMS-QRDA-III-Eligible-Clinicians-IG-v1.1-508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/2023-CMS-QRDA-III-Eligible-Clinicians-IG-v1.1-508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/2023-CMS-QRDA-III-Eligible-Clinicians-IG-v1.1-508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/2023-CMS-QRDA-III-Eligible-Clinicians-IG-v1.1-508.pdf
https://ecqi.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/2023-CMS-QRDA-III-Eligible-Clinicians-IG-v1.1-508.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/standards-version-advancement-process-svap
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How to Use SVAP

For the approved SVAP versions, Certified Health IT developers choosing to leverage the SVAP flexibility can
do so on initial certification of their Health IT Module or to maintain certification for their Module. To take
advantage of the flexibility to update to newer approved versions, a Certified Health IT developer will need to:

« For existing certifications only, provide advance notice to all affected customers and their ONC-Authorized
Certification Body (ONC-ACB), expressing

« intent to update to the more advanced version of the standard;
« expectations for how the update will affect interoperability of each affected Health IT Module; and

« whether they intend to continue to support the certificate(s) for the existing Certified Health IT
Module(s) version.

« Successfully demonstrate conformance with approved more recent versions of the standard(s) included in
each updated certification criterion to confirm they meet the updated requirements.

« Maintain the updated Certified Health IT Module(s) in full conformance with all applicable Certification
Program requirements, which includes ensuring their Real World Testing plans and results address the
updated standards.

Unless ONC specifically excludes the use of additional data elements or electronic standards in rulemaking,
there is nothing that prevents a health IT developer from supporting additional data elements, functionalities,
or electronic standards in its health IT modules. This could include the partial support of any of the SVAP
versions of standards or individual data classes or elements from an SVAP version of USCDI. However, health

IT developers may not indicate that those modules are certified to such standards or data elements unless the
health IT module provides full support for the entire SVAP version of the standard and the developers has taken
all of the steps listed above. Only when all of the above steps have been completed will a health IT module be
considered certified to an SVAP version of a standard and then subsequently updated on the Certified Health IT
Product List (CHPL).

Previously Approved SVAP Standards

A version of an adopted standard approved for use during any SVAP cycle remains available for certification
until a newer SVAP version of that standard is approved.

If a newer SVAP version is approved, the previously approved SVAP version will be replaced and no longer
available for use in the Certification Program. However, please note the following:

+ Certified Health IT developers do not need to keep advancing to newer SVAP versions once they choose to
use SVAP.

+ No new certifications can be made to the replaced SVAP version once the newer version goes into effect in
the Certification Program.

+ Any certifications to the replaced SVAP version will still be valid.

For more information on how to use SVAP in the Certification Program, please contact your ONC-ACB.
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SVAP Resources
ﬁg « SVAP: See the most recent list of Approved Standards for SVAP and operational
information for certification.

yx « SVAP Annual Process: View information on the annual process, including the list of
standards versions being considered for the next Approved Standards List.

+ ONC Standards Bulletin: View and sign up for healthcare stakeholder alerts that include
updates about ONC health IT standards initiatives such as the SVAP.

o Certification Program Resources: Access reference documents and other resources
related to ONC’s Health IT Certification Program.

Note: While every effort has been made to ensure the
accuracy of restatements of 45 CFR Part 170, this resource
is not a legal document. The official requirements are
contained in the relevant laws and regulations.
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-45/subtitle-A/subchapter-D/part-170?toc=1
https://www.youtube.com/user/HHSONC
https://twitter.com/ONC_HealthIT/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-national-coordinator-for-health-information-technology/
https://www.healthit.gov/
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/standards-version-advancement-process-svap
https://www.healthit.gov/isa/standards-version-advancement-process
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/standards-technology/onc-standards-bulletin
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/certification-ehrs/program-resources



