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 Brief Introduction  
 

Brief Introduction 
Telling the story of Hansen’s disease to the children of the next generation. 
How should society care for those who suffer from Hansen’s disease and the 

related discrimination and prejudice? What are the relevant medical ethics? We 
listened to the life stories of nineteen Hansen’s disease patients who survived the 
most extreme circumstances on an isolated island (Ōshima) in the Seto Inland Sea. 
This book presents the lessons learned from the wisdom and negative history 
gleaned from their tragic lives. 
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 For the Translated Edition  
 

For the Translated Edition 
Makiko Kondō 

Graduate School of Health Sciences, Okayama University 

Telling the story of Hansen’s disease to the children of the next generation. 

How should society care for those who suffer from Hansen’s disease and its 
related discrimination and prejudice? What are the relevant medical ethics? We 
listened to the life stories of 19 Hansen’s disease patients who survived the most 
extreme circumstances on an isolated island (Ōshima) in the Seto Inland Sea. 
This book presents the lessons learned from the wisdom and negative history 
gleaned from their tragic lives. 

This book contains the life stories of 19 Hansen’s disease survivors who spent 
their lives at a Hansen’s disease sanatorium called the National Sanatorium Ōshima 
Seishoen (in Japan). 

Around the world, Hansen’s disease has been stigmatized and the subject of 
prejudice and discrimination since antiquity due to the changes in appearance it 
causes. Until the discovery of the magic bullet drug, Promin, the disease could not 
be suppressed. In addition, when the causative bacteria were discovered, the plan 
for safeguarding society, from the perspectives of bacteriology and public health, 
was through isolation. 

The characteristics of Hansen’s disease in Japan include the following: 1) the 
inhumane treatment of Hansen’s disease-affected individuals progressed in the era 
of the crisis for national survival after defeat in WWII, 2) even after the discovery 
of the magic bullet drug, the abolishment of the Leprosy Prevention Law was 
delayed, and thus many survivors who had missed their chance to return to society 
had to spend their entire lives at sanatoria, and 3) the eradication of Hansen’s 
disease was sought through lifelong isolation and sterilization, and thus survivors 
who were not given the chance to raise children are now elderly, and the history of 
Japan’s Hansen’s disease sanatoria will perish with the deaths of the survivors. 

These stories from Hansen’s disease survivors, who have lived through extreme 
circumstances, are unique in that they can only be told by someone who had the 
experiences they did, and thus can be considered part of the shared heritage of all 
humanity. In order to never repeat the cruel lifestyle of the past as described by 
Hansen’s disease survivors, their stories must be passed down, and we must think 
deeply about human dignity and medical ethics based on their experiences. In 
addition, just like existential psychology was born in Auschwitz, the stories of 
these survivors contain wisdom and human strength that are unique to survivors 
who have overcome great adversity to reach old age. Now that the average age of 
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 Frontispiece  
 

Patients seine fishing at a beach 
(September 1946) 

Children admitted to the facility (boys) 

Frontispiece 

I. Images from Ōshima during the Strict Quarantine Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

          

 

 Poem by Emperor Showa (Hirohito) 

The Showa Emperor’s visit to Ōshima 
Children admitted to the facility 

‘Ana kanashi, yamai wasurete hata-wo 
furu, hito no kokoro-no ikani to omoeba’ 

 “How said it is  
 to think of the hearts of those who 

wave their flags for me, 
 forgetting their illness” 
‘Funa-bata-ni, tachite shima-woba 

mitsutsu omou, yamai yashinau hito-no 
ikani-to’ 

 “I tarry on the deck of the ship as I 
look at Ōshima 

 and think of the hardships  
 of those who tend to the sick.  
Unveiled New Year’s Day, 1951 
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	2. Diagnosis of Hansen’s disease
	3. Prioritized work and lost my eyesight
	4. Became angry with wife; wife smoothed things over
	5. Encouraged by an acquaintance (I cannot save you from the illness but I want to save your heart)
	6. Shame at showing my wretched appearance (my friend had become an admirable person)
	7. The police chief knew me and cut me some slack

	II. Folk Remedies
	1. Was scammed
	2. Secret medicine from the major buddhist figure Kōbō Daishi
	3. Tuberculosis medicine

	III. Wife Was Cut off by Her Family
	1. Wife was cut off by her family
	2. They would not see my wife even at the death of a parent
	3. My wife had a nightmare

	IV. Eldest Daughter Has Children and Becomes Ill
	1. Eldest daughter was teased and quit high school
	2. Eldest daughter got married and had her first child
	3. I kept away from the grandchild to avoid contagion
	4. My wife taught our grandson that his grandfather was a precious person
	5. Eldest daughter became pregnant with a second child and contracted Hansen’s disease
	6. We could not find a hospital that would allow our eldest daughter to give birth there
	7. Our eldest daughter did not hold her second child even once to prevent contagion
	8. Our daughter’s second child died

	V. The Kindness of Other Survivors Inspired My Strength to Live
	1. False rumors (that the sanatorium was a cruel place)
	2. Surprised at the sight of a laughing resident
	3. Surprised at the low wages for patient labor
	4. Concern and gentleness among the other survivors
	5. Awakening to literature
	6. From the island to society (encouragement and invitation from the head priest of Tsubosaka Temple)

	VI. Discrimination against Relatives Back at Home
	1. Discrimination against grandchildren at school
	2. End of customary neighborhood groups

	Chapter 3. The Story of Takahisa Yamamoto
	(Listener: Mikako Yamaberi)
	I. Troubled Times
	II. Changing the Flow of Living
	III. My Family
	IV. Friend for Life (Ceramics); Glimmers of Love
	V. Struggle and Improving Living Conditions
	[Profile]

	I. Troubled Times
	1. From contracting the disease until arrival at the sanatorium
	2. Troubled times
	3. Did not take part in the system
	4. Whether to have a reunion after 65 years with school friends-too much of a difference in the paths we have taken

	II. Changing the Flow of Living
	1. By the recommendation of elders who warmly looked after me, I visited the Tōkyō office of the National Hansen’s Disease Council
	2. Life in Tōkyō
	3. Effect of wife’s encouragement and assistance
	4. Resolve to return to the island
	5. Return to the island; elevated to Residents’ Committee chairperson
	6. Was able to come to terms with time
	7. Overall, a half-baked life

	III. My Family
	1. My mother
	5). Want to apologize to mother
	2. My father
	3. My siblings
	4. My wife

	IV. Friend for Life (Ceramics); Glimmers of Love
	1. Friend for life (Ceramics)
	2. Glimmers of Love during adolescence

	V. Struggle and Improving Living Conditions
	1. The closed nature of Ōshima
	2. Living condition changes due to the struggle
	3. I would like the government to take responsibility and adopt a system that enables every one of us to live out our natural lives
	4. The illegality of the Hansen’s Disease Prevention Law

	Chapter 4. The Story of Hideko Sakata
	(Listener: Maki Sanada)
	I. Parents and Life at Home out of the Sunlight
	II. My Siblings
	III. First Meeting with my Husband and the Way of Life at Ōshima
	IV. Moving into a House on the Island
	V. Farm Work and Kidney Failure
	[Profile]

	I. Parents and Life at Home out of the Sunlight
	1. When I went to play, my mother would call me back
	2. Resented my mother, cried myself to sleep in the closet
	3. My father took me wherever I wanted
	4. Disease progressed gradually, was young so I “might as well die at home”
	5. Diagnosis with Hansen’s Disease; shock to parents
	6. My mother leaves me with her relatives to prepare for going to a sanatorium
	7. Teased at elementary school and dropped out
	8. When I read books for self-study I could not understand them
	9. Life out of the sunlight
	10. Realized my indebtedness towards my parents (my mother hid me from others to protect me)
	11. Mother would not let go of me with my fragile body
	12. My father went through a lot to raise me, so he especially did not want to let go of me
	13. When my older sister was to be married, I made up my own mind to go to the sanatorium, overcoming resistance from my parents
	14. Wanted to return home after all

	II. My Siblings
	1. Youngest sister came searching for me
	2. Different treatment by each sibling
	3. Gravesite preparation
	4. Husband does not have any family left

	III. First Meeting with My Husband and the Way of Life at Ōshima
	1. Was happy to come to Ōshima
	2. First meeting with my husband
	3. Way of life
	4. Fun
	5. Medical care

	IV. Moving into a House on the Island
	1. It was a lot of trouble to move
	2. Theft
	3. Husband’s bone fracture
	4. Water damage at high tide
	5. After moving, I did not have to care for my husband alone anymore
	6. Living environment that is gentle on neuralgia and has good airflow

	V. Farm Work and Kidney Failure
	1. Farm work
	2. Kidney failure

	Chapter 5. The Story of Haruko Kawaguchi
	(Listener: Mie Hachisuka)
	I. Going to Ōshima
	II. An Ordinary Life at Ōshima
	III. A happy life
	[Profile]

	I. Going to Ōshima
	1. Entering, departing, and re-entering the Ōshima Seishoen (had to return after disease recurrence)
	2. Memories of early childhood

	II. An ordinary life at Ōshima
	1. When I re-entered the sanatorium, I generally understood the lifestyle
	2. Lifestyle situation
	3. Marriage
	4. Patient labor
	5. Recreation
	2). Gateball
	6). Calligraphy and embroidery
	6. Surgery off of the island
	7. Abolishment of the Hansen’s Disease Prevention Law following the national reparations lawsuit

	III. A Happy Life
	1. Did not have any significant illness; it was not a bad life
	2. Worry about dementia
	3. Would like to live out my days at Ōshima, even if the number of residents decreases
	4. My remains will go to my husband’s hometown after I pass away

	Chapter 6. The Story of K.Y.
	(Listener: Kazuya Ōgaki)
	I. Lived All Alone
	II. Happy I Came to Ōshima
	III. Life at Ōshima
	IV. Current Situation
	[Profile]

	I. Lived All Alone
	1. Lived alone
	2. Birth mother’s death; was not well liked by stepmother
	3. Father died; stepmother died; could not keep the household going, so became a domestic helper; sisters were separated
	4. Nowhere to go on days off; relied on uncle and aunt
	5. Ashamed to receive food from others
	6. Offering at least filial piety (remittances)
	7. Independence, marriage, and widowhood
	8. Entering Ōshima (my older brother stuck by me, but I became a hindrance to his marriage)
	9. Younger sisters (one abhorred Hansen’s disease; could rely on the other)

	II. Happy I Came to Ōshima
	1. Hard to live while hiding my deformed hand
	2. Was the subject of gossip
	3. Should have come to Ōshima earlier

	III. Life at Ōshima
	1. Surrounding a hakozen [meal-serving box that doubled as a table] with friends
	2. Entertainment (playing cards, movies, clam digging)
	3. Nursing the sick (never thought it was tough)

	IV. Current Situation
	1. Physical decline
	2. Worried about the future, but also supporting and being supported by friends while caring for myself

	Chapter 7. The Story of Akihiro Kawakami
	(Listener: Matsuko Kondō)
	I. Cannot Return until I am only Ashes
	II. A Disease of Deterioration
	III. Separation from Blood Relatives
	IV. Trials and Tribulations of Hansen's Disease-affected Individuals
	V. Life with My Wife
	VI. Abolition of the Hansen’s Disease Prevention Law; the National Redress Suit
	VII. Lived for Too Long
	[Profile]

	I. Cannot Return until I am Only Ashes
	1. Happy early childhood
	1). My early childhood was too happy
	2). Dreamt of happy married life with my betrothed
	2. At first, try to heal me
	1). At first, do everything to try to heal me
	2). Chaulmoogra
	3). Religion X
	3. Came to a strange place
	4. How could I stand to just die?
	5. Nobody returned home; I could not return until I had turned to ashes
	6. Becoming accustomed to living in a cage

	II. A Disease of Deterioration
	1. A disease of deterioration
	2. Contemplated suicide
	3. It would be no use to try hard; I abandoned myself
	1). There was no point in studying if I was deteriorating from disease
	2). Self-abandonment
	3). Hopelessness
	4). Distractions
	4. Afraid of being seen by others
	1). Did not feel like having eyebrow implants
	2). Treated nastily in town
	3). Afraid of being reported to the police
	5. Absolutely do not meet with my relatives
	6. Amputated fingers myself

	III. Separation from Blood Relatives
	1. Wondering if my family would be ostracized (worries about my siblings’ marriage arrangements)
	2. Cut ties with my family
	3. If I stay alive indefinitely, I will be a problem for my relatives
	4. I do not even want my bones to return
	5. Just do not want to have children
	6. A disease that forces a family to separate; my contaminated family name can just die out
	1). A family with two people with Hansen’s disease (my father also caught the disease)
	2). My contaminated family name should just end with my generation

	IV. Trials and Tribulations of Hansen's Disease-affected Individuals
	1. It is not a sanatorium but an internment camp
	2. Sick ward for severely-affected patients
	1). Asked to amputate a finger
	2). Nursing for the most severely affected patients
	① Am I going to end up in such a severe state?
	② Treatment assistant
	③ Was angry at the severely affected patients
	3. Cleaning the bodies of the deceased and cremation
	4. Suicide
	5. People who did not work were scoundrels (patient labor)
	6. A Community with every occupation represented
	7. Medical care
	1). The doctors and nurses back then were cold
	2). New treatments that the doctors tried
	3). It took time to test negative for the bacteria

	V. Life with My Wife
	1. How I met my wife
	2. Commuter marriage
	3. Memories of my wife
	1). She was good to me
	2). Marital spats
	4. Happy memories
	1). Recreation
	2). Eyebrows came out
	5. Attending to my wife in her last days
	6. Two peas in a pod; glad we happened to meet each other

	VI. Abolition of the Hansen’s Disease Prevention Law; the National Redress Suit
	1. As Soon as we found out about the treatment method, we wanted the law abolished
	2. I was happier when the Hansen’s Disease Prevention Law was abolished than when we won the national redress suit
	3. Hesitated to become a plaintiff of the national redress suit
	4. Easy money does not stick around
	5. Do not want to live haughtily, blaming the government forever
	6. Increased exchanges outside of the island
	1). Increase in visitors to the sanatorium, increase in opportunities to leave
	2). Message to the medical students and children visiting the sanatorium
	3). Interaction is important, but I’m not good at meeting with healthy people; I don’t want my disease-deteriorated appearance to be seen

	VII. Lived for Too Long
	1. A fruitless life
	1). I should have learned more
	2). If I were healthy
	3). Wanted my mother to have an easy time
	4). I lived for too long
	5). Sorrow that cannot all be processed and gratitude
	2. I want to end my life without causing problems for others
	1). I am lonesome at the deaths of my peers
	2). Ōshima is my final abode; I do not want to go anywhere
	3). My life will end without being a burden on others (worried about dementia)
	3. I ask that the island does not turn into a place for wild boars (looking at the future of Ōshima)
	1). After we are gone, Ōshima should be used beneficially
	2). Would like people to visit and remember Ōshima

	Chapter 8. The Story of Shigenobu Morikawa
	(Listener: Mie Fujikawa)
	I. Gave up on My Dreams
	II. Life at Ōshima
	In Memoriam
	[Profile]

	I. Gave up on My Dreams
	1. Gave up on Becoming a student pilot [a category that existed prior to the end of WWII in the Japanese armed forces]
	1). Volunteered to be a student pilot but was sent home
	2). Neighborhood gave me a sendoff when I volunteered, so it would be embarrassing to return; went to my older sister’s house in Ōsaka
	3). Mother told me about Hansen’s disease while on a visit to see my sick father. My father was here already. So when I returned home, my mother said to me, “Let’s visit him.” That is how I came here.
	2. My father and older sister were here first
	1). Did not know the details of my father’s illness
	2). Father and older sister who preceded me were not surprised

	II. Life at Ōshima
	1. Even though they were my family, I could not live with them
	2. Theater group, sports, radio drama
	3. Marriage
	4. Left the sanatorium for a while, then re-entered
	5. Had I not contracted the disease, I might have died young

	In Memoriam
	Chapter 9. The Story of Kiyoe Tamura
	(Listener: Tamiko Kubo)
	I. The Suffering of My Family (From Contracting the Disease until Entering the Sanatorium)
	II. Life at Ōshima before and after the Pacific War
	III. Marriage and Living Together with my Husband
	IV. Return to My Hometown
	[Profile]

	I. The Suffering of my Family (From Contracting the Disease until Entering the Sanatorium)
	1. Contracting the disease
	2. Home treatment
	3. Negative effect on my siblings
	4. Decided to come to Ōshima Seishoen
	5. The morning I arrived
	6. Entering the sanatorium
	7. My mother came to the island in my father’s stead
	8. My father recovered

	II. Life at Ōshima before and after the Pacific War
	1. Life in the young women’s dormitory (did not do anything and could not do anything)
	2. Twelve of us lived on a 24-mat space [about 40 m2]
	3. Living situation at Ōshima during and right after the war

	III. Marriage and Living Together with My Husband
	1. How we met
	2. Husband’s circumstances
	3. My husband loses his sight
	4. My husband was active in the group for the blind
	5. From Ōshima to the outside
	6. A couple who had done a lot for us died
	7. My husband died (took care of him in his last days in the Heisei era of the new emperor)
	8. I was looked after by those my husband left behind

	IV. Return to My Hometown
	1. The curse was lifted and I feel truly free
	2. Death of my little brother
	3. I was grateful for my relatives who took care of me across the generations
	4. Conclusion (thank you)

	Chapter 10. The Story of Yoshimi Ōchi
	(Listener: Kimi Ozaki)
	I. Went to Ōshima; Intended to Stay only a Week
	II. Disease Worsened
	III. My Lifestyle at the Time
	IV. Current Lifestyle (Free and Satisfied Life, Interactions without Discrimination)
	[Profile]

	I. Went to Ōshima; Intended to Stay Only a Week
	1. Was lied to by my father and sent to Ōshima
	2. Moved into the youth dormitory; planned to go home after one week
	3. Missed home and went back, but my father turned me away
	4. My father apologized
	5. Was well cared for by my mother’s second husband

	II. Disease Worsened
	1. Nerve pain and paralysis
	2. Stubborn wounds
	3. Sweating profusely

	III. My Lifestyle at the Time
	1. My overall lifestyle (the food was not good)
	2. Was young and healthy, so was made to do only hard labor
	3. Hauling food
	4. Nursing the sick
	5. Pig farming
	6. Wages were low; I cut cigarettes into segments to smoke them
	7. Collecting Sazae [turban shells, a type of edible sea snail]
	8. Other work
	9. Marriages were by rotation; the determination of husbands and wives who became obsessed with gambling

	IV. Current Lifestyle (Free and Satisfied Life, Interactions without Discrimination)
	1. Sequence of daily events
	2. Reason for living (farm work)
	3. Interactions without prejudice
	4. Now I am blessed with everything

	Chapter 11. The Story of Mutsuko Wakibayashi
	(Listener: Mitsuno Kondō)
	I. Forced from my Hometown and Went to the Shikoku Pilgrimage Route
	II. Promin Therapy and Painful Symptoms
	III. Life at Ōshima
	IV. Looking Back at 64 Years Living on Ōshima
	[Patient Profile]

	I. Forced from My Hometown and Went to the Shikoku Pilgrimage Route
	1. Forced from my hometown; departed for the Shikoku pilgrimage route
	4). Forced from my hometown; went to the Shikoku pilgrimage route with my mother
	2. To Ōshima
	3. My family was ostracized
	4. Death of my parents

	II. Promin Therapy and Painful Symptoms
	1. It got worse when I became cold
	2. Netsukobu [erythema nodosum leprosum] and nerve pain started as an aftereffect of Promin
	3. Patients changed each other’s bandages
	4. Religious support (did not rely excessively on medicine)

	III. Life at Ōshima
	1. Meager lifestyle
	2. Patient labor
	3. There were so many people, it was hard to breathe
	4. Arguments and suicides
	5. Isolation cells
	6. Yukan [traditional washing of the dead]
	7. Stored water was injected as a placebo
	8. Celebrated my wedding with cake
	9. Diversion (plays and movies)
	10. Garden
	11. The Imozurukai [“pulled potatoes” group]

	IV. Looking Back at 64 Years Living on Ōshima
	1. It was a long time
	2. I was relieved to be taken to Ōshima; on the other hand, why do I have to stay here
	3. I did not have the ambition to go out, and we all protected each other while living on Ōshima (I was grateful for being protected after I came to Ōshima)
	4. Hansen’s disease is related to the poverty of the nation; I wish for a peaceful world without war
	5. The minimum requirement for Hansen’s disease-affected individuals to live with peace of heart is that the world be calm

	Chapter 12. The Story of Emiko Ōnishi
	(Listener: Misae Satachi)
	I. My Blood Relatives
	II. Life at Ōshima
	III. Things Worth Living for
	IV. Current Life and the Future
	[Profile]

	I. My Blood Relatives
	1. Father was hauled off
	2. Contracting the disease
	3. Shock that I had been causing trouble for my family
	4. Survivors’ responsibility (tending graves)
	2). I am the only survivor, so I fulfilled my responsibility as the last person left
	3). Even if I am cut off from my family, strangers are kind to me
	4). I could not return to my hometown until my relatives had gone to the grave
	5. Hometown returns efforts organized by the prefecture

	II. Life at Ōshima
	1. It was as though I came to Ōshima to work (low-budget policy)
	2. Married life
	3. Aide to the group for the blind
	4. The work of Osewanin

	III. Things Worth Living for
	1. Travel: I save money a little at a time and travel to various places by car with my husband
	2. Discovering senryū poetry: In order to live while smiling brightly, forget your troubles with something enjoyable
	3. I keep writing for the newsletter Seisho; I made a promise to my late friend

	IV. Current Life and the Future
	1. The days are long
	2. My day-to-day life
	3. I live amicably; I live laughing
	4. I want to be healthy until I suddenly die and then people can toast me

	Chapter 13. The Story of Kiyoko Tada
	(Listener: Mai Konishi)
	I. My Mother Contracted the Disease and Was Forcibly Interned
	II. Contracting the Disease
	III. My Husband
	IV. Life at Ōshima
	V. Visiting the Family Grave for the First Time in Decades
	[Profile]

	I. My Mother Contracted the Disease and Was Forcibly Interned
	1. My mother contracted the disease
	2. My mother goes to live with relatives
	3. Mother was subjected to forced internment and sent to Ōshima
	4. Visited my mother at Ōshima by myself

	II. Contracting the Disease
	1. My fingers deform; my father realized I caught the disease and worries
	2. At the recommendation of a priest, I participated in mizukōri (Buddhist training and bathing in freezing water in the dead of winter); wholeheartedly did not want to enter Ōshima
	3. Disease worsened all at once (nerve pain and paralysis across my entire body); nothing else could be done, so I went to the sanatorium
	4. Progress of the disease was frightening (my face hurt and I did not know what kind of face it had contorted into)
	5. Went to the sanatorium of my own accord; saw the ordeals of the people who were forcibly interned before the war

	III. My Husband
	1. Mother had Hansen’s disease, so I gave up on marriage and decided to spend my life on the pilgrimage route and by being a hairdresser
	2. Husbands with good hands did the hair of their wives with bad hands
	3. Got married without any feelings of love at the urging of my mother
	4. Uncomfortably Reserved Married Life
	5. Husband was a teacher at Ōshima; many of the residents were his students
	6. Mother gave me guidance (i.e., to see my husband off every morning with good cheer for the sake of the students)
	7. We overcame netsukobu as a team, and gradually became natural as a couple

	IV. Life at Ōshima
	1. Patient labor (cleaning the premises; bath assistance)
	2. Fun things and hobbies
	3. Bowel obstruction
	4. Current lifestyle (had a wake-up call that I had forgotten my past suffering and was living selfishly; I do not fret over things; I am happy when people visit)

	V. Visiting the Family Grave for the First Time in Decades
	1. Higashi Honganji temple and visiting the family grave
	2. Younger brother: my family’s suffering did not change after the abolishment of the Hansen’s Disease Prevention Law
	Reference: The published newspaper article, “My Family Grave Visit Came True” (Dōbō Newspaper, July 2000 edition)

	Chapter 14. The Story of Yasunaga Ōno
	(Listener: Chiyo Kawasome)
	I. Contracting the Disease
	II. Coming to Ōshima
	III. Coming and Going between the Outside World and Ōshima
	[Profile]

	I. Contracting the Disease
	1. Diagnosed with Hansen’s disease
	2. Why did I get such a disease?

	II. Coming to Ōshima
	1. Gazing over Takamatsu City
	2. Skin diving in the sea and drinking parties with friends (fun in my younger years)

	III. Coming and Going between the Outside World and Ōshima
	1. Coming and going at Ōshima
	2. Construction of the Kurobe Dam
	3. Did not take a wife
	4. Wanted to build a house while my father was still healthy
	5. Death of my father and homesickness
	6. Regular visits to a bar in Takamatsu
	7. Bone fracture
	8. Moving (from bachelors’ dormitory to multiple-dwelling housing for the elderly)

	Chapter 15. The Story of Kayo Hiratsuka
	(Listener: Tomoko Sato)
	I. Separated from My Mother at the Age of Seven
	II. Raised in the Young Women's Room and Became Independent
	III. Treatment
	IV. Entertainment on the Island
	V. My Current Life
	[Profile]

	I. Separated from My Mother at the Age of Seven
	1. Mottling on my arms
	2. I was brought to Ōshima by my uncle
	1). I saw a person with severe disease conditions and was afraid
	2). I was left behind and started bawling; I did not become attached to the couple who were in charge of taking care of me
	3. I missed my parents so much that I kept going to the beach every time the boat arrived (I resigned myself to my situation in order to survive here)
	4. Reunited with my mother after 38 years
	1). Meetings with my older sister were the only thing I had to look forward to (I gave up on my mother)
	2). Reunited with my mother for only one day
	5. I learned of my mother's death in the newspaper

	II. Raised in the Young Women's Room and Became Independent
	1. Moved to the young women's room
	2. Going to school
	3. Meals, meal duty, and the water situation
	4. The dormitory mother taught me to sew
	5. Allocation of work (sewing and washing the bedding)
	6. I was taught various things so that I could be independent

	III. Treatment
	1. Chaulmoogra
	2. Administering a new drug (starting with the children); the disease worsened as a side effect
	3. I arrived as a healthy person, but before I knew it, I had worsened so much
	4. I do everything myself despite my disabilities (even ride a bicycle)

	IV. Entertainment on the Island
	1. Theater and orchestra
	2. Television
	3. Karaoke, embroidery (I want to continue it for the rest of my life)
	4. Couples I am friendly with welcome me and I welcome them (I have close human relationships)
	5. Collecting Manila clams (there was a lot of liveliness on the island)

	V. My Current Life
	1. Now I have a peaceful and good life (I can do what I want and without worry)
	2. Time flies (fulfilling time)
	3. I do not want to be the last person left; I want to pass away without a long illness

	Chapter 16. The Story of Kazuo Mori
	(Listener: Kikaru Hichikuro)
	I. From Contracting the Disease to Entering the Sanatorium
	II. My Elementary School Years
	III. Going to High School (Combining Disease and Study)
	IV. The Doctors
	[Profile]

	I. From Contracting the Disease to Entering the Sanatorium
	1. Contracted the disease; stopped going to school; came with my older sister
	2. To Ōshima
	3. Shock at seeing patients for the first time

	II. My Elementary School Years
	1. Treatment
	2. Dormitory mother and father (life at the children’s dormitory)
	3. Study and play
	4. Visiting home
	5. My teachers during elementary and junior high school

	III. Going to High School (Combining Disease and Study)
	1. Rumors of founding a high school
	2. Entrance exams
	3. Children who came to Ōshima to continue their schooling
	4. If the disease flared up, it made the balance with high school life difficult
	5. After graduation, I returned to Ōshima
	6. My friends who did not go on to high school

	IV. The Doctors
	Chapter 17. The Story of Tsuneji Isono
	(Listeners/Editors: Manami Ito, Mana Hashimoto, Ayumi Fujiwara, Haruka Yoshinari, Takeshi Okamoto)
	(Interview guidance: Ōshima Seishoen nurse Takeshi Okamoto)
	I. My Mother, Who had Sons and a Husband Taken by War or Hansen’s Disease, Cried as She Sent Me off
	II. In Hindsight, Life in the Young Men’s Dormitory Provided Fond Memories
	III. During the War, the Number of Interned Patients Increased, and Due to the Lack of Materials and Personnel, We Were Forced into a Meager Lifestyle
	IV. It Was Hard to Endure an Eye Excision done for Research Purposes; Promin Was Effective
	V. Since There Was a System of Mutual Assistance, Even People Who Were Physically Disabled Would Help Each Other to Keep Living
	VI. Times Changed, and I Feel Content with My Current Life
	[Profile]

	I. My Mother, Who Had Sons and a Husband Taken by War or Hansen’s Disease, Cried as She Sent Me off
	1. Five of my mother’s seven sons went to war, and she petitioned for no more of us to be conscripted
	2. My father had contracted the disease, and the expenses for his treatment impoverished us; my mother’s family disowned her
	3. Feeling like a fun jaunt when entering the sanatorium, and a tearful separation

	II. In Hindsight, Life in the Young Men’s Dormitory Provided Fond Memories
	1. The volunteer labor was also fun in retrospect
	2. My youth on the island; playing tag in the sea
	3. Around the time I learned karuta [card game featuring poems on each card, where players must recognize the poems read aloud by a designated reader in a random order, and grab the corresponding card faster than the opponent] using the Ogura Hyakunin...
	4. Field days in my hometown and at the sanatorium were fun

	III. During the War, the Number of Interned Patients Increased, and Due to the Lack of Materials and Personnel, We Were Forced into a Meager Lifestyle
	1. Due to the war (conscription, requisitioning, and rationing), there was an increasing number of arrivals who had been living secluded at home or who were on the Shikoku pilgrimage route
	2. During the war, it was a meager lifestyle, where the only other food served alongside the staple grain was salt and seawater was used instead of soy sauce
	3. Despite the shortage of medical personnel and medicine, the staff went to provide relief operations after the air raid on Takamatsu
	4. The patients did all the cremating and nursing treatment

	IV. It Was Hard to Endure an Eye Excision done for Research Purposes; Promin was Effective
	1. It was difficult when my eye was removed for research purposes as what was referred to as kusurigui
	2. Promin was effective, but people who developed netsukobu [erythema nodosum leprosum] and nerve pain continued using chaulmoogra

	V. Since There Was a System of Mutual Assistance, Even People Who Were Physically Disabled Would Help Each Other to Keep Living
	1. People who were physically weak had the role of giving instruction, and people had each other’s backs as we lived our lives
	2. The system of mutual assistance that supported the disabled and those who did not receive remittances from home was a wonderful system that was the forerunner to government guarantees
	3. The regulations also included penal stipulations

	VI. Times Changed, and I Feel Content with My Current Life
	1. I reproduced the flavor of the roppōyaki [cube-shaped confection] that used to be popular at Ōshima
	2. I like traveling so that I can drink the local sake and eat the local food
	3. There were many people who committed suicide when they were isolated, but I avoided dying on the roadside by coming to Ōshima
	4. After we were free of the bacteria, we were allowed to leave to work or to be temporarily discharged from the sanatorium, but we could only do physical labor because of the discrimination, and worsening wounds would result in returning to the sanat...
	5. Unlike before, it is a contented time; although I am completely blind, I enjoy my life

	Chapter 18. The Story of Teruichi Baba
	(Listener: Nurse Atsuko Nakayama)
	I. Contracting the Disease and My Lifestyle When Entering the Sanatorium
	II. After the Abolition of the Hansen’s Disease Prevention Law
	[Profile]

	I. Contracting the Disease and My Lifestyle When Entering the Sanatorium
	1. Contracting the disease
	2. My lifestyle when I entered the sanatorium

	II. After the Abolition of the Hansen’s Disease Prevention Law
	1. Changes after abolition of the Hansen’s Disease Prevention Law: Visitors from off island
	2. Expressing that I am content
	3. Turning points: Negative aspects (entering the sanatorium) and positive aspects (friends)
	4. Determination to pass on the legacy of 2,243 deceased individuals

	Chapter 19. The Story of Hanako Kadowaki
	(Listener: Mika Seo)
	I. From Contracting the Disease to Deciding to Enter the Sanatorium (Painful Life in My Hometown)
	II. To Ōshima
	III. Worsening Condition and Health Examinations
	IV. The Hansen’s Disease Prevention Law, a Bad Law
	V. Life without My Eyes
	[Profile]

	I. From Contracting the Disease to Deciding to Enter the Sanatorium (Painful Life in My Hometown)
	1. Started having symptoms at the age of 3 by the old reckoning [in which a newborn is considered to have an age of 1, and everybody goes up in age at the New Year]; threw a tantrum and was not examined by a doctor
	2. When I started elementary school, they turned a blind eye
	3. Until I was in the fourth grade, I had a childhood no worse than my peers
	4. The disease worsened in the fifth grade
	5. Fifth and sixth grades were hellish every day
	6. Forced internment

	II. To Ōshima
	1. The journey to Ōshima: “imperial train,” waiting out the night, and separation from my mother
	2. Life at Ōshima
	3. Learned to work

	III. Worsening Condition and Health Examinations
	1. I started getting netsukobu; had a positive tuberculin reaction
	2. Jumped at a new drug; my condition worsened
	3. We recovered through Promin
	4. Blindness, eye removal (side effects of a new drug)
	5. Living hell; I was supported by my husband and friends
	6. A way to live even after losing my eyes (by using my mouth, the only place that still has sensation; mutual assistance system)

	IV. The Hansen’s Disease Prevention Law, a Bad Law
	1. Forced internment
	2. The harsh life of the Shikoku pilgrims
	3. Severity of daily life
	4. Temporary homecoming
	5. Since the Hansen’s Disease Prevention Law was abolished, I could be treated normally, like a human being
	6. I hope for the rehabilitation of our families

	V. Life without My Eyes
	1. The death of my older brother; the death of my parents; I will be in the same grave as my parents
	2. Life with my husband; my husband’s death
	3. Moving house
	4. Efforts to stay healthy

	Chapter 20. The Story of Hisao Honda
	(Listener: Toshitsugu Fujimoto)
	I. From Contracting the Disease to Entering the Sanatorium
	II. Life after Entering the Sanatorium
	III. Abolition of the Hansen’s Disease Prevention Act and the National Redress Suit
	IV. Long Relationships with Friends off the Island
	V. Worries about the Future of Ōshima
	VI. Surgery for Aftereffects
	VII. Looking Back at My Life
	[Patient Profile]

	I. From Contracting the Disease to Entering the Sanatorium
	1. Home treatment
	2. Decided to go to Ōshima Seishoen
	3. When I entered Ōshima

	II. Life after Entering the Sanatorium
	1. Shocked at seeing the severely affected patients
	2. It was as though I had come to work
	3. Crude treatments and limb amputations
	4. The residents supported each other
	5. Irritation at employees who treated us as subhuman

	III. Abolition of the Hansen’s Disease Prevention Act and the National Redress Suit
	1. Sequestration and eradication policy, and “sequestration of medicine”
	2. Even though the government has apologized, the people with aftereffects cannot be completely happy about it
	3. There was no apology to the family members who had to live in shame

	IV. Long Relationships with Friends off the Island
	1. Due to aging, there will no longer be anybody left to tell the story
	2. We are getting an outside breeze
	3. A long relationship with university students from a volunteer work camp (they bring their children and wives; they still come after I yelled at them)
	4. It was a terrible thing to get this disease, but I am happy that I have been able to meet so many different people

	V. Worries about the Future of Ōshima
	1. How will we be cared for to the last of us on Ōshima, which has the disadvantage of being an isolated island?

	VI. Surgery for Aftereffects
	1. The causes of Charcot joint
	2. Previous Surgery
	3. I am accepting the next surgery with an open attitude
	4. Accepted immobility (life in a plaster bed due to spinal caries)
	5. Hospital Life off the Island

	VII. Looking Back at My Life
	1. I will finish my life at 70 points out of 100
	2. Message to the younger generation

	Chapter 21. Impressions from the Nurses who Listened to the Life Reviews
	I. Impressions from the Nurses after Listening to the Stories
	II. Impressions from the Assistant Chief Nurses Who Coordinated the Nurses

	I. Impressions from the Nurses after Listening to the Stories
	1. Impressions from the nurses after listening to the stories
	2. Impressions from a graduation research seminar student who listened to Mr. Tsuneji Isono’s story

	II. Impressions from the Assistant Chief Nurses Who Coordinated the Nurses
	1. Coordinating the nurses who were the listeners in the life reviews
	2. Inheriting the coordination
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	(Yoshiko Amano)
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