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PDF/A-3 published by IS0

PDF Association | October 17, 2012 |

Today the International Organization for Standardization has published PDF/A-3
as IS0 19005-3:2012. Part 3 of the electronic document file format for long-

term preservation is about the use of ISO 22000-1 (PDF standard) with support
for embedded files.

Source: IS0

http://www.iso.org/iso/home/store/catalogue_tc/catalogue ...

About PDF Association

Founded in 2006 as the PDF/A Competence Center, the PDF Association exists to
promote the adoption and implementation of International Standards for PDF
technology.

More about PDF Association =
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preservation needs? Perhaps a file format with millions of users, widespread adoption across different computing
platforms, free viewers and open documentation?

Alot of hopes and dreams have been poured into the idea of “one preservation
tool to rule them all,” and many people, both inside and outside of the
preservation community, have come to think of the "archival® version of the
widely used Portable Document Format as this single solution.

However, a close examination of the tool shows that while it's useful and
valuable for many things, it's not the only answer for long-term archiving and
preservation. This can't be stated often enough, especially as awareness grows
around the October 2012 release of the latest version of the PDF/A specification.

The specification, which goes by the cumbersome name of Document
management — Electronic document file format for long-term preservation —
Part 3: Use of 150 32000-1 with support for embedded files (FDF/A-3) (or 1SO
19005-3:2012 & for short), defines a file format based on PDF which provides a
mechanism for representing electronic documents in a manner that preserves
their static visual appearance over time, independent of the tools and systems
used for creating, storing or rendering the files. "Static visual appearance”
ultimately means that conforming PDF/A files are complete in themselves and
use no external references or non-PDF data. &

But the scope of the PDF format has significantly expanded since a variety of
organizations first met in October 2002 to begin work on the archival version of

the specification. In 2011 PDF/A-2 brought the specification in concordance with the international standardization of
PDF itself, and PDF/A-3 now addresses expanding business concerns in addition to the specification’s original strict
preservation orientation defined largaly by the cultural heritage community
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